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ADVERTISEMENT. 

TH  E   materials  upon   which   the 
following    Pamphlet  is  formed, 
were   derived  from  the  befl  and  moft 
inconteflible  authorities.      The  Author 
had  accefs  to  original  papers,  accurate 
eftimates,  and  authentic  difpatches.    He 
has  alfo  availed  himfelf  of  the  records  of 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament;   and  he  has 
made  it  his  bufinefs  to   examine,  with 
attention,  fuch  printed  trails  as  might 
contribute  to    throw  any   light   on  the 
fubjedl.     Upon  the  whole,  more  labour/ 
and  time  have  been  employed  on  this 
ihor.t   difquifition,    than    are   generally 
bellowed  upon  fugitive  Publications  of 
the    fame    kind.       The    deiign    of    the. 
Writer  has  been  to  extricate  the  contefh 
now  fubfifting  between   Great   Bntaiir 
and  her  Colonies,  from  the  errors  of  the 
ignorant,  and  the  mifreprefentations  of 
defigning  men.     As  he  has  rigidly  ad- 
hered to  truth  throughout,  and  to  fuch 
arguments  as  naturally  arife  from  un- 
doubted fadls,  he  hopes  he  has  attain- 
ed his  object. 


A   N 

ANSWER 

TO    THE 

DECLARATION 

O  F    T  H  £ 

GENERAL  CONGRESS. 

'HEN  Independent  States  take  up 
arms,  they  endeavour  to  imprefs 
the  World  with  a  favourable  opi- 
nion of  their  own  caufe,  and  to  lay  the  blame 
of  hoflilities  on  the  injuftice  of  their  Oppo- 
nents. But  if  Nations,  accountable  to  none 
for  their  conduct,  deem  it  neceffary  to  recon* 
ciie  others  to  their  proceedings,  the  neceffity 
is  ftill  more  urgent  with  regard  to  thofe  who, 
breaking  through  every  political  duty,  draw 
their  fwords  againfl  the  State  of  which  they 
own  themfelves  the  Subje&s.  The  opinions 
of  mankind  are  invariably  oppofed  to  fuch 
men.  Their  affertions  arc  heard  with  diftruft, 
their  arguments  weighed  with  caution  ;  and, 
therefore  it  is  as  neceffary  for  them  to  ad- 
B  here 


C    %    ] 

here  to  truth,  in  the  former,  as  it  is  prudent 
to  avoid  fopfaiftry  in  the  latter. 

This  confideration,  however  obvious  it  may 
appear  to  others,  feems  to  have  totally  efcap- 
cd  r.he  attention  of  the  body  of .  men  who 
lately  fat  at  Philadelphia  under  the  name  of 
"  The  General  American  Congrefs."  In  a 
paper  published  under  the  title  of  "  A  De- 
*t  CL', ration  by  the  Representatives  of  the 
"  Uaite4  Colonies  of  North  America  *," 
the  fafts  are  either  wilfully  or  ignorantly  mif- 
repreiented;  and  the  arguments  deduced  from 
premifes  that  have  no  foundation  in  truth. 
But,  as  whatever  falls  from  men  who  call 
themfelves  the  Representatives  of  a  People, 
muft  fell  with  fome  degree  of  weight  on  the 
minds  of  the  undifcerning  part  of  mankind ; 
it  becomes,  in  fome  meafurc,  neceflary  to  ex- 
amine briefly  the  reafons  held  forth  by  the 
Congrefs  to  juftify  the  rebellion  of  their  con- 
itituents.  On  a  iubject  fo  trite,  arguments 
advanced  by  other  Writers  may  lbmetimes 
recur  ;  but  novelty  is  lefs  the  objett  of  this 
part  of  the  difquifition,  than  perfpicuity  and 
precilion. 

The  Declaration  of  the  Congrefs  begins 
with  an  involved  period,  which  either  con- 
tains no  meaning,  or  a  meaning  not  founded 
on  the  principles'  of  reafon.  They  feem  to 
infmuate,  that  no  body  of  men,  in  any  Em- 
pire, can  exercife  "  an  unbounded  authority 

*  Vide  Appendix. 

<*  ever 
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"  over  others  \"  an  opinion  contrary  to  fa£! 
under  every  form  of  Government.  No  ma-* 
xi:n  in  policy  is  more  univerfally  admitted* 
than  that  a  fupreme  and  uncontroulable 
power  mud  cxift  fomewhere  in  every  State.- 
This  ultimate  power,  though  juftly  dreaded 
and  reprobated  in  the  peribn  of  one  man, 
is  the  firft  fpring  in  every  political  Society. 
The  great  difference,  between  the  degrees- 
of  freedom  in  various  Governments,  confifls 
merely  in  the  manner  of  placing  this  ne- 
ceffary  difcretionary  power.  In  the  Britifh- 
Empire  it  is  vefted,  where  it  is  molt  fate, 
in  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  under  the 
collective  appellation  of  the  Legislature. 
The  Legiilature  is  another  name  for  the 
Confutation  of  the  State  ;  and,  in  fa&,  the 
State  itfelf.  The  Americans  fiill  own  them- 
fclves  the  fubjefts  of  the  State  y  but  if  they 
refufe  obedience  to  the  Laws  of  the  Legii* 
kture,  they  play  upon  words,  and  are  no 
longer  Subje&s,  but  Rebels.  In  vain  have 
they  affirmed  that  they  are  the  Subjects  of 
the  King's  prerogative*  and  not  his  SuK;e&s- 
in  kis  legillative  quality  ;  as  the  King,  with 
regard  to  his  Subje&s  in  general,  is  to  be 
coniidered  only  in  his  executive  capacity  as 
tht  great  hereditary  Magistrate,  who  carries 
inio  effeft  the  laws  of  the  Legiilature,  the 
only  difcretionary  and  uncontroulable  power 
in  a  free  State. 

The   difcretionary  and   uncontroulable  au-- 
&  %  thcrity 
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tbority  of  the  Britifli  Legiflature  being; 
granted,  their  right  to  tax  all  the  Subjects  of 
the  Britifli  Empire  can  never  be  denied. 
Some  ill-informed  reafoners  in  politics  have 
lately  darted  an  obfolete  maxim,  which  has 
been  feized  with  avidity  by  the  Americans, 
That  "  the  Supreme  power  cannot  take 
"  from  any  one  any  part  of  his  property 
a  without  his  confent ;  "  or,  in  other  wrords, 
That  Reprefentation  is  infeparable  from 
Taxation.  The  Colonics,  fay  they,  have  no 
Reprefentatives  in  Parliament,  and  therefore 
Parliament  has  no  right  to  tax  the  Colonics. 
Upon  this  principle,  fcarce  one  in  twenty- 
five  of  the  people  of  Great-Britain  is  repre- 
fented.  Out  of  more  than  feven  millions, 
fewer  than  three  hundred  thoufand  have  an 
excluiive  right  to  chufe  members  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and,  therefore,  more  than  three  times 
the  number  of  the  Americans  have  an  equal 
right  with  them  to  difpute  the  authority  of 
the  Legiflature  to  fubjefl  them  to"  taxes. 
The  truth  is,  Reprefentation  never  accom- 
panied Taxation  in  any  State.  The  Romans 
were  a  free  nation  ;  yet  the  Senate,  that  is, 
the  great  body  of  the  Nobility,  poffeifed  the 
fole  right  of  taxing  the  people.  In  this  king- 
dom, the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  an  exclu- 
five  right  of  modifying  and  regulating  the 
quantity  of  public  fiipplies,  and  the  manner 
of  laying  taxes:  but  the  Commons,  by  their 
own  authority,  cannot  enforce  the  raiflng  the 

fupplies 
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Supplies  they  vote.     That  privilege  is  inherent: 
in  the  fupreme  and  unaccountable  power  veil- 
ed in  the  three  branches  of  the  Legiliature 
united  ;    who   are   in  fail  the   State,   as   the 
virtual  Representatives  of  the  whole   Empire, 
and   not  the  delegates  of  individuals,     Why- 
it  has  been  fo  generally  received  as  a  maxim, 
in  this  country,  That  Taxation  and  Represen- 
tation are  infeparabie,  requires  to  be  explain- 
ed.    Men,  little  acquainted  with  the  confu- 
tation, derived  the   opinion  from  their  rind- 
ing, that  it  is   the  indifputable   right  of  the 
Commons,    that   all  grants   of    iubiidies   and 
parliamentary   aids   fhould  originate   in   their 
Houfe.     But  though  they  firlt  bellow  thofe 
fubfidies  and  aids,  their  grants,   as  has   been, 
already  obferved*  hare  no  effect  without  the 
affent  of  the  other  two  branches  of  the  Le- 
giilature.     The  common  reafon  given  for  this- 
excluuve  privilege  is,  That  as  the  fupplies  are 
raifed  upon  tiie  body  of  the' people,  the  peo- 
ple only  ought  to  have  the  right  of  taxing: 
themfelves.     This  argument  would  have  been  ■ 
conclufive,  if  the  Commons  taxed-  none  but' 
thofe  by  whofe  fuffrages  they  obtained  their 
feats   in   Parliament.      But    it    lias    appeared,- 
that   more   than  feven millions  of  people,,  be- 
fides  the  Peers,  who   are  in  •  poffeilion  of  *<> 
large   a   (hare  of   property   in   the   kingdom, 
have  no  voice  in  the  election  of  the  Members 
who  fit  in  the  Lower -Houfe.    The  Common*,, 
therefore,    and   their   Goitftitucnts   not  be-in  r: 

'  B  2  th* 
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the  only  perfbns  taxed,  the  former  cannot  pof- 
fibly  have  the  only  right  of  railing  and  model- 
ling the  tiipply,  from  the  mere  circumftance 
of  Reprefentation.  But  if  they  have  it  not 
from  Reprefentation,  they  muft  in  faft  derive 
it  from  the  fupreme  and  difcretionary  power, 
which  is  repofed  in  them,  in  conjunction  with 
the  two  other  branches  of  the  Legiflature*, 
It  appears,  upon  the  whole,  that  Taxation  is 
the  refult  of  that  difcretionary  power  which  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Legiflature,  and 
exerted  by  them  for  the  necefiary  fupport  of 
the  State.  To  this  power  the  whole  Empire 
muft  fubmit,  and  confequently  no  one  of  its 
fubjects  can  claim  any  exemption. 

The  Counties  Palatine  of  Cheiter,  Dur- 
ham, and  Lancaster,  were  anciently  in  the 
fame  predicament  with  the  Americans*  on 
the  article  of  Taxation,  The  Earl  of  Chef- 
ter  and  the  Biihop  of  Durham  became,  by 
prescription  and  immemorial  cuilom,  poifeff- 
ed  of  a  kind  of  regal  jurifdiftion,  within  their 
refpeftive  territories.  A  fimilar  form  of  Go- 
vernment  was  eftablifhed  by  King  Edward  III. 
in  the  County  of  Lancafter  ;  which  was  erect- 
ed firft  into  an  Earldom,  and  then  into  a 
Dukedom,  in  the  perfon  of  Henry  Planta- 
genet ;  whofe  heirefs  carried  the  fame  rights 
and  privileges  to  John  of  Gant,  that  King's 
fourth  fon,    and  his   pofterity.     But  though 

the  SUBORDINATE  SOVEREIGNS  of  thefe  CoUIl- 

ties  could  pardon  treafons,  murders  and  felo- 
nies; 
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mes ;  though  they  appointed  all  Judges,  no- 
minated  ail  Jullices   of  the  Peace,    and,    in 
•fhort,  pofTeffed  exclusively  the  whole  internal 
Government  of  their  feveral  Counties  ;  their 
•subjects    (if   the  expreiiion   may  be   ufed) 
were  "   always  bound  by  the  Ads  and  Sta- 
'"  tutes"  *   of  an  Aifembly,   in   which  they 
had    no    Reprefentatives.      They    were    alib 
*i  liable    to    all    payments,    rates,,   and    fuh<* 
■"  fidies,  granted  by  the  Parliament  of  Eng- 
"  landf." 

Thofe  Counties,  (it  mud  be  confeiled), 
like  the  Americans,  confidered  their  being 
excluded  from  having  Reprefentatives  in  an 
Aifembly  by  which  they  were  taxed,  a 
grievance.  Accordingly,  the  Town  and  Coun- 
ty of  Chefter,  as  far.  back  as  the  thirty- 
fifth  of  Henry  VIII.  petitioned  the  Legifla- 
ture  for  the  privilege  of  fending  Members 
to  Parliament;  and  their  requeft  was  grant- 
ed by  an  exprefs  Statute];.  The  County 
and  City  of  Durham  made  a  fimilai-  applica- 
tion, and  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  in  the 
twenty-fifth  of  Charles  JI.  §♦  Had  the  Ame- 
ricans, inftead  of  flying  to  arms,  fubmitted 
the  fame  fuppofed  grievance,  in  a  peaceable 

*  Statutes  at  Large,  34  and  35  of  Henry  VIII. 
c.13. 

f  Ibid.  25  of  Charles  II.  c,  9. 

X  34  ana  35  of  Henry  VIII.  c.  13. . 

§  25  of  Charles  II,  c.  9. 

and 
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and  dutiful  manner,  to  the  Legiflature,  f 
can  perceive  no  reafon  why  their  requeft 
ihould  be  refufed.  Had  they,  like  the  Coun- 
ty and  City  of  Chefter,.  reprefented,  that, 
"  for  lack  of  Knights  and  Burgelfes  to  repre- 
"  lent  them  in  the  High  Court  of  Parlia- 
w  ment,  they  had  been  oftentimes  touched 
"  and  grxkvkd  with  Acts  and. Statutes  made 
c<  within  the  faid  Court,  derogatory  to  their 
"  mail  ancient  jurifdi£tions,  liberties,  and  pri- 
<*  vileges,  and  prejudicial  to  their  quietnefs, 
*  red,  and  peace;"  this  Country  would,  lain 
perfuaded,  have  no  obje&ion  to  their  being 
reprefented  in  her  Parliament. 

But  the  Colonies,  though  that  circum-- 
ftance  is,  only  infinuated  in  the  Declaration, 
have  uniformly  affirmed,  that  granting  the 
fUpremacy  of  Parliament  fhould  extend  over 
the  whole  Empire,  yet  that  they  them- 
selves have  a  right  to  an  exemption  from 
Taxes,  either  by  the  conceffions  of  the 
Legiilature,  or  by  charters  from  the  King... 
It  feems  incompatible  with  reafon,  fay  they, 
that  the  Colonies  ihould  have  internal  Le- 
giflatures  of  their  own,  poffefiing  the  au- 
thority of  taxation,  and  that,  notwithstand- 
ing, the  Britifh  Parliament  ihould  retain 
its  power  of  laying  impofts.  The  firft  of 
thefe  aflertions  is  not  founded  in  truth.  The 
Charters  give  no  exemption  from  Taxation: 
on  the  contrary,  fomc  of  them,  for  in- 
fiance  the  Charter  of  Pennfyivania,  exprefs- 

h 


C    9    3 

ly  fubje&s  the  inhabitants  of  that  Province- 
to  the  payment  of  "  fuch  taxes  as  were 
44  then  (in  1680)  laid,  or  fhould  thereafter 
"  be  laid  on  America,  by  the  Parliament 
"  of  England."  But,  had  the  Charters  men- 
tioned an  exemption,  the  Legiflature,  by 
virtue  of  its  fupreme,  univerfal,  and  dlf- 
cretionary  power,  can  recal  any  rights  they 
have  conferred,  when  the  good  of  the  State 
renders  that  meafure  neceffary.  Though  the 
King  may  give  away  by  Charter  a  right  that 
militates  againft  himfelf,  as  hereditary  Chief 
Magistrate,  he  cannot  authorize,  by  any 
deed  whatever,  an  exemption  from  the  ge- 
neral laws  of  the  State.  In  fuch  a  cafe  one 
of  the  three  branches  of  the  Legiilatufe 
would  ufurp  the  power  of  the  three  unit- 
ed ;  a  folecifm  as  great  in  polity,  as  it  is  in 
mathematics  to  affirm,  that  a  part  is  greater 
than  the  whole. 

It  may  be  neceffary,  perhaps,  to  make  an 
apology  for  entering  fo  minutely  into  the  ar- 
gument in  favour  of  the  right  of  Taxation* 
The  Americans  themfelvcs  have  deferted  that 
ground.  They  fpeak  no  longer  as  fuhjects* 
They  affume  the  language  of  rivals,  and 
they  aG  as  enemies.  The  queftion  between 
them  and  Great-Britain  (for  it  is  no  longer 
between  them  and  Government)  conhfls  of 
dependence  or  independence,  connection  or 
no  conneciion,  except  on  the  footing  of  a 
Sovereign  State,  They  have  already  arro- 
gated- 
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gated  to  themfelvcs  all  the  functions  of  Save* 
uy.  They  have  formed  a  great  delibe^ 
rativc  Council,  They  have  taken  the  whole 
executive  power  into  their  own  hands.  They 
have  (buck  a  new  currency,  raifed  armies, 
appointed  generals  ;  and  that  they  have  not 
Chofen  ano  rHEK  Sovereign,  ratfft  be  afcrib- 
ea  more  to  their  Republican  principles,  thai* 
to  any  remains  of  loyalty  for  their  lawful 
Prince. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs  and  opinions,  it 
is  matter  of  little  furprize,  that  men,  who 
deny  the  authority  of  the  State,  fhould  load 
the  Legislature  with  opprobrious  epithets. 
The  Congrefe  accordingly  ftigmatize  Parlia- 
ment with  various  charges  of  tyranny,  vio- 
lence, and  oppreflion.  Paffing  from  this 
(train  of  general  fcurrility,  they  enter  into 
warm  encomiums  on  the  anceilors  of  their 
Co.nftituents.  But  they  now  deviate  as  much 
from  truth  in  their  appiaufe,  as  they  had 
done  before  in  their  cenfure.  They  affirm,, 
that  the  anceilors  of  the  Colonics  obtained 
the  lands  which  they  have  transmitted  to  the 
prefcnt  race,  tc  without  any  charge  to  the 
46  country  from  which  they  removed,15  Their 
very  enemies  could  not  will)  to  meet  them, 
on  more  advantageous  ground*  The  funis 
expended  upon  the  various  Provinces,  fince 
their  foil  eilabliihment,  for  their  ordinary 
lupport,  government,  and  protection,  have 
been  fo.  enormous,  that,  without  the  autl  o- 

riiy 


jity   of   inconteftible    vouchers,    they   coulff 
carcely  obtain  credit  #. 

But,  even  granting  that  the  Colonifts  had 
obtained  their  lands  without  any  charge  to 
the  Mother-country,  were  they  capable  of 
keeping  thofe  lands  without  her  affiftance  ? 
Was  it  not  to  defend  the  Americans,  that 
Great-Britain  involved  herfelf  in  the  lail  ex- 
pensive war  ?  Did  not  thofe  very  "  United 
a  Provinces,5*  who  now  pretend  to  fet  the 
power  of  this  Kingdom  at  defiance,  lay 
themfelves  In  the  dull  at  her  feet,  to  claim 
her  aid  and  protection  againft  a  single  Co- 
lony ?  Did  they  not  complain  in  the  fame 
abje£t  terms  with  the  Britons  of  old,  "  That 

An  Account  of  what  Su???s  have  been  granted  to  tht 
different  Provinces  in  North  America,  as  far  as  it 
appears  from  the  Efli  mates  for  the  ftp  port  of  the  dvit 
Government  of  each  Province ;  and  alfo  what  Sums 
have  been  granted  for  the  Support  cf  the  Provincial 
Forces  in  Noith  America. 

j£         /•     d. 

New-York  forces,  -— —  339>°55   MS     8 

Carolina  in  general  — ! —  43,024     9   i©-| 

Georgia  fettling,  and  fecuring  that?  0  - 

Province  _  .       I    *5°'853     4     6 

Military  expence  of  ditto  130,066   18     45 

South  Carolina  forces  —  101,524     5     6 

Nova  Scotia  Civil  Government  1,358,240   17     $£ 

Eaft  Florida  Civil  Government  —  59*300  0  o 
Weft  Florida  Civil  Government  —  64,324  13  6 
America  in  general  forces         —  172,999     o     o 

Rewards  and  compenfations      -       1 ,3 1 6,5 1 1      1     5 

3^35>90€>     7     4* 
"  the 


U  the  Barbarians  drove  them  into  the  fea^ 
tc  and  that  the  fea  drove  them  back  on  the 
"Barbarians?"  Did  pot  Great-Britain,  like 
a  Guardian  Angel,  ftretch  forth  her  hand  to 
their  aid ;  and,  by  expelling  their  enemies 
from  the  Continent  of  America,  refcue  them, 
not  only  from  danger,  but  the  very  fear  of 
danger  ?  Did  fhe  not,  over  and  above  the 
many  millions  fhe  expended  upon  the  fleets 
and  armies  employed  in  defence  of  the  Co- 
lonies, advance  more  than  One  Million  to 
pay  their  own  native  forces,  employed  in 
their  own  Caufef  ? 

Did  not  the  Mother-country,  with  more 
tban  a  mother's  fondnefs,  upon  all  occafions, 
nourifh,  cherifli,  and  fupport  this  prodigal 
child,  that  left  the  houfe  of  his  parent,  "  to 
"  feed  on  hulks  with  the  fwine  of  the  de- 
"  fert  ?"  Has  {he  not  (to  fum  up  the  whole 
in  one  point  of  view)    uniformly  prote&ed 

the 

f  GRANTS  in  PARLIAMENT  for  Rewards,  En- 
couragement) and  Indemnification  to  the  Provinces  ift 
North  America  for  their  Services  and  Expences  dur* 
ing  the  laj}  War. 

Date  of  Votes.  £•       /.     d* 

3  Febr.  As  a  free  Gift  and  Reward 
1756.  to  the  Colonies  of  New- 
England,  New-York,  and 
Jerfey,  for  their  paft  fervices, 
and  as  an  encouragement  to 
them  to  continue  to  exert 
themfelves  with  vigour,  &c.    115,000  —  — ~ 

Date 
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the  Colonies    in  war,  encouraged   their  pro- 
duce 

Date  of  Votes.  £.         s.     d. 

Brought  over  115,000  —  ■*■* 

19  May,  For  the  ufe  and  relief  of  the 
1757,  Provinces  of  NorthandSonth 
Carolina  and  Virginia,  inre- 
compence  for  fervices  per- 
formed and  to  be  performed 
with  the  approbation  of  the 
Commander    in    Chief    in 

America,  50,000  —  — - 

i  June,  To  reimburfe  the  Province  of 
1  758.     Maflachufet's  Bay  their  ex- 
pences  in  furnifhing  provi- 
sions and  (lores  to  the  troops 
raifed    by    them    in     1756, 

£-  27>38°  J9  >4 
To  reim- 
burfe   the 
Province 
of    Con- 
necticut 
their    ex- 
pences  for 
ditto,      £.  13,736  17     7       41,117   17  6i 

30  Apr.    As  a  compenfation  to  the 
1759.     refpeaive  Colonies  in  North 

America  for  the  expence  of 
levying,  clothing,  and  pay  of 

the  troops  raifed  by  them,  &c.  200,000  —  i — 

31  Mar.  Ditto,  200,000 


1760. 


To  the  Colony  of  New  Yov k 
to  reimburfe  their  expences 
in  furnifhing  provifions  and 
ftcres  to  the  troops  raifed 
by  them  in  1756-         —  2,977     7     8 

609,095     5     2J 
C  Date 
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duce  with   bounties   in  time  of  peace  *\  en- 
tered into  all  their  o^aarrels  with  their  neigh- 
bours, made  their   enemies    her    own  ;    and, 

£.       h     A 

Date  of  Votes.  Brought  over,     609,095     5      2«J 

20  Jan.    As  a  compensation  to  the  re- 

176  i.     fpeclive  Colonies  in  North  A- 

merica,  for  the  expence  of  le- 

vying,dothing,and  pay  of  the 

troops  raifed  by  them,  &c.      200,000 

26  Jan.    Ditto,  I33>333     6  8 

1762. 

15  Mar.    Ditto, —  i33>333     6  & 

1763. 

22  Apr.  To  reimburfe  the  Province  of 

1770.      New  Hampihire  their  expen- 

ces  in   furnifhing  provi lions 

and  (lores  to  the  troops  raifed 

by  them  for  the  Campaign 

in  1756. 6,009  I3  3 

1,081,771   11  94. 
r   An  Account  of  Bounties  on  American  Commodities. 

£.       ,.    J. 
Bounty  on  Indico  from  1749  to  1773 

paid  by  Great  Britain  —  145,022     3     4-^ 

Bounty  on  Hemp  and  Flax  paid  un- 
der the  AcT:  of  4  Geo.  III.  ch.  26. 
from  1766  to  1772  5*56°     8     7  ^ 

Bounty  on  Importation  of  Naval 
Stores  from  America,  purfuant  to 
the  Ac!  of  the  3d  of  Queen  Anne, 

from  1706  to  1729         430,178     4     6 

Under  the  Acl:  of  2d  Geo.  II.  from 

1729  to  1774.  — —  1,028,584  7     3 

Befides  other  Bounties  granted  on 
Raw  Silk 
Pipe  Staves 
Hogfliead  Staves, 
Barrel  Staves 
Pipe,  Hogfhcad,  or  Barrel- Heading;. 

for 


t    M    3 

for  their  fake,  has  (he  not,  in  fome  degree* 
fubje&cd  herfelf  to  an  annual  tribute  to  In- 
dian lavages,  in  whom  habitual  injuries  had 
railed  an  irrcconcfleable  hatred  to  their  op- 
preflbrs  ?  Did  fhe  not,  too  fatally,  relinquiih 
great  advantages  on  every  other  fide  of  a 
fuccefsful  war,  to  eradicate  the  very  feeds 
of  future  contefts  in  America  ;  and,  by  giv- 
ing the  Colonies  unlimited  fecurity  from 
Abroad,  procure  for  them  that  profperity 
at  Home,  which  has  encouraged  them,  like 
parricides,  to  raife  the  dagger  againft  her  own 
breaft  ? 

The  Congrefs,  in  the  next  paragraph  of 
their  Declaration,  atteft  to  reprobate  the  laft 
peace,  though  they  have  derived  fo  many 
and  fo  great  advantages  from  that  treaty. 
The  conduct  of  the  Americans  ought  alfo  to 
induce  this  Kingdom  to  regret  the  Papula- 
tions {he  made  for  their  fecurity,  Had 
Canada  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  French, 
the  Colonies  would  have  remained  dutiful 
fubjefts.  Their  fears  for  themfelves,  in  that 
cafe,  would  have  fupplied  the  place  of  their 
pretended  affection  for  this  Nation.  They 
wouid  have  fpoken  more  fparingly  of  their 
own  refources,  as  they  might  daily  Hand  in 
need  of  our  aid.  Their  former  incapacity 
of  defending  themfelves  would  have  always 
recurred  to  their  minds,  as  long  as  the  ob- 
jects of  their  former  terror  (hould  continue  fo 
near  their  borders.  But  their  habitual  fears 
from  France  were,  it  feerns,  removed  only  to 
C   2  give 
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give    room   to    their    ingratitude    to    Great- 
Britain. 

The  effrontery  with  which  the  Congrefs 
reprobate  the  late  Peace,  is  fcarcely  equal  to 
their  folly  in  applauding  the  Minifter  who 
liad  carried  on  the  war.  With  peculiar 
inconfiftency  they  afteft  to  commence  an  aera 
of  "  Public  Ruin,"  from  Mr.  Pitt's  refigna- 
tion  in  j 761 ;  yet  the  whole  "  objeft  of  their 
•"  wifhes"  is  to  be  placed  on  the  fame  footing 
as  in  the  year  1763.  They  do  not  recollecl, 
or  rather  they  pretend  to  forget,  that  the 
1110ft  fplendid  actions  in  the  war  happened 
after  Mr.  Pitt  retired  from  his  office.  They 
are  ignorant,  or  defignedly  conceal,  that 
the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  has  amaz- 
ingly increafed,  and,  in  confequence,  its  re- 
venue, fince  the  sera  from  which  they  date 
public  ruin.  They  know,  or  they  ought, 
from  their  own  experience,  to  know,  that, 
notwithftanding  their  fhutting  their  ports 
again  ft  our  manufactures,  permanent  and  pro- 
fitable fources  of  commerce  have  been  open- 
ed in  other  quarters  ;  that,  inftead  of  being 
diftreiTed  by  their  prefent  interruption  to 
trade,  our  Merchants  find  themfelves  incapa- 
ble of  fulfilling  their  commifiions  from  foreign 
ftates ;  that,  as  the  furefl  teft  of  the  flourifh- 
ing  condition  of  commerce,  the  courfe  of 
exchange,  to  tne  amount  of  feveral  per  cents. 
is  univerfaliy  in  favour  of  Grea:-Britain  ;  and 
that,  as  the  ultimate  and  invincible  proof 
©f  the  public   profperity,   the   confidence  of 

the 
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the  people  in  the  meafures  of  Government* 
and  their  contempt  for  the  rebellious  efforts 
of  the  refractory  Colonies,  the  national 
Stocks  fuller  neither  fluctuation  nor  fail  in 
the  price. 

Having  reprefented  the  pretended  ruin 
brought  upon  the  Britiih  Empire  by  the 
late  Peace,  the  Congrefs  defcend  to  the  ficti- 
tious grievances  of  America  fince  the  fame 
period.  They  affirm,  that  "  the  Colonies 
"  were  judged  to  be  in  fuch  a  {late,  as  to 
"  prefent  victories  without  bloodfhed,  and 
*f  all  the  eafy  emoluments  of  ftatutable 
**  plunder."  This  figure  of  rhetoric,  if  it 
has  any  meaning,  conveys  one  contrary  to 
the  truth.  The  Colonics  having  obtained 
fuch  amazing  advantages  by  a  Peace,  which 
they  now  reprobate,  it  was  deemed  juft  and 
proper  by  Mr.  Grenville,  then  at  the  head 
of  the  Treafury,  that  they  fliould  bear  a  pro- 
portionable ihare  of  the  national  burdens  in- 
curred by  the  war.  But,  as  their  prior  ina- 
bility to  bear  internal  Taxes  had  precluded 
him  from  having  a  precedent,  he  only  threw 
out)  as  it  is  vulgarly  expreffed,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1764,  his  intentions  of  rai- 
ling a  revenue  in  America  by  a  Stamp-Duty, 
fimilar  to  that  eilablilhed  irt  Great-Britain, 
referring  the  confideration  of  the  whole  affair 
to  the  next  Seffion.  His  object  was,  to  give 
time  to  the  Colonies  to  propofe  lome  other 
mode  of  Taxation,  fhould  that  fuggefted  to 
Parliament  appear  either  improper  or  burden- 
C  3  fome. 
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fome.  During  the  whole  of  the  fummer 
1764.  though  foine  difcontented  fpirits  mur- 
mured, not  a  Tingle  doubt  was  ftarted  againft 
the  absolute  Right  of  Parliament  to  im- 
pofe  Taxes  on  every  Member  of  the  Britifh 
Empire,  The  time  allowed  to  the  Colonies 
furnifhed  them  with  no  expedient  for  raifing 
a  tax  more  fuitable  to  the  purpofe  of  a  Re- 
venue, (which,  by  the  by,  was  to  have  been 
fpent  among  themfelves)  ;  and,  therefore,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1765,  the  famous 
Stamp-Aft  was  paffed,  againft  a  very  inconfi- 
derable  minority,  in  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

In  this  Kingdom,  as  well  as  in  every  State 
poiTeffed  of  freedom,  there  are  always  to  be 
found  faftious  perfons,  who  oppofe  every 
meafure  of  Government.  In  their  eagernrfs 
to  difgrace  the  Minifter,  they  too  frequently 
obftruft  the  fervice,  and  defeat  the  interefts 
of  their  Country.  Every  fide  of  a  fpeculative 
point  is  armed  with  arguments,  that  may  im- 
pofe  on  the  ignorant,  and  encourage  the  fan- 
guine.  The  Oppofition  in  Parliament,  in 
Ihort,  committed  themfelves,  too  far  in  fa- 
vour of  the  prejudices  of  the  Americans,  with 
regard  to  the  Stamp- Aft,  to  fupport  it  with 
vigour,  when  they  themfelves,  very  unexpect- 
edly *,  came  into  Office,  a  few  months  alter 

*  Lord  Rockingham  and  others  in  Oppofition  came 
into  office  July  10,  1765,  GrenviHe  and  his  party  hav- 
ing thrown  themielves  out  of  place  on  the  Regency 
Bill. 

it 
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it  had  paffed  into  Law.     Though  their  view 
of  the  object  changed  with  their  elevation, 
they  found  that  the  flame  which  their  own 
fa&ious  fpeeches,   in   the   preceding  Seffion, 
had  raifed  in  America,  was  too  vehement  to 
be  extinguifhed  without  either  force  or  con- 
ceiiions.     A  natural  timidity   of   difpofition, 
joined  to  the  common  want  of  firmnefs  which 
accompanies  novelty  in  Office,  rendered  them 
inclinable  to  purchafe  prefent  quiet  for  them- 
felves,  at  the  expence  of  the  future  advantage 
of  their  country.     But  flill  they  wavered  on 
the  point  of  irrefolution,  till  Mr.  Pitt's  orato- 
ry weighed  down  the  fcale.     The  Stamp- A£t 
was  repealed  ;  and  from  that  moment  may  be 
dated  "    the   commencement   of"   what   the 
Americans  call  "  an  i£ra  of  Public^  Ruin. 

Great-Britain  and  her  Colonies  derive  their 
prefent  difpute,  and  its  confequent  misfor- 
tunes, from  the  patriotism  of  the  motley 
Junto  who  formed  the  appearance  of  an  Ad- 
ministration, in  the  end  of  1765  and  begin- 
ning of  1766.  Virginia  had  the  merit  of 
taking  the  lead  in  the  difturbances  in  Ameri- 
ca, which  Succeeded  the  pafling  of  the  Stamp- 
Ad.  It  was  in  the  Affembly  of  that  Province, 
that  the  firft  refolutions  were  voted  againft 
the  authority  of  Parliament,  in  the  firft  Sef- 
fion,  after  intelligence  of  the  Ad  was  receiv- 
ed. Though  the  meeting  was  very  thin,  the 
Refolutions  paifed  only  by  a  majority  of  two 
votes  j  and  they  would  have  been  mod  cer- 
tainly 
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tainly  rejefted,  had  it  not  been  for  the  abfence 
of  forty  of  the  old  Members.  When  the  AU 
fembly  was  adjourned  for  the  feafon,  the  peo- 
ple in  general  were  difiatisfied  with  the  con- 
duct of  their  reprefentatives.  Every  one  ex- 
pcfted,  that,  at  the  next  meeting,  an  attempt 
would  be  made  to  eraze  the  Refolutions  from 
the  Journals.  But  intelligence  arrived,  in  the 
mean  time,  that  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
Lord  Camden,  General  Conway,  and  the  reft 
of  the  "  illuftrious  band,"  who  had  oppofed 
the  Stamp-Aft  in  Parliament,  were,  by  a 
ftrange  revolution  in  politics,  received  into 
favour,  and  raifed  to  office ;  and  that  Mr, 
Pitt,  then  at  variance  with  his  wife's  relations, 
was  refoived  to  oppofe  their  favourite  mea- 
sure, the  Stamp- Aft.  The  Virginians,  de- 
riving great  hopes  from  this  change,  adhered 
to  their  Refolutions,  and  nothing  further  was 
done  in  the  matter. 

To  enter  minutely  into  the  various  mo- 
tives of  Mr.  Pitt's  oratory,  for  the  total  and 
abfoiute  repeal  of  the  Stamp- A<51,  would  be 
to  defert  a  preat  and  public  fubjeft  for  the 
fake  of  tracing  the  private  pafiions  and  in* 
trrefted  views  of  an  ambitious  man.  In  his 
Argument,  if  what  he  advanced  deferves  the 
name,  he  fell  in  with  the  vulgar  and,  it  may 
be  faid,  faife  maxim,  That  no  profit  ought 
to  be  exnefted  from  the  Colonies,  but  that 
■rdulting  from  their  Commerce,  This  opi- 
nion of  Mr.  Pitt,  whether  it  proceeded  from 

ignorance 
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ignorance  or  defign,  (and  it  probably  pro- 
ceeded from  both),  has  formed  a  popular 
error  in  former  times,  as  well  as  in  the  pre- 
lent  age.  Many,  who  have  pretended  to  un- 
derfland  perfectly  the  affairs  of  this  Kingdom, 
moft  firmly,  but  in  my  opinion  very  weakly, 
believed,  that  the  great  fecret  of  our  political 
intereil  confuted  in  forcing,  in  a  manner,  a 
monopoly  of  foreign  corfwierce.  It  was 
from  this  perfuafion,  that  the  popular  Ora- 
tor ufed,  upon  the  occafion  juit  mentioned,  a 
figure  of  rhetoric  at  once  foolifh  and  abfurd, 
when  he  affirmed,  that  the  Colonics  fhould 
be  prohibited  "  from  manufacturing  even  the 
"  hob-nail  of  a  horfe-ihoe!"  One  might  be 
tempted  to  alk  the  Orator,  how  this  prohibi- 
tory mandate  could  be  enforced;  or,  if  it 
could,  whether  it  is  lefs  arbitrary,  than  to 
demand  an  internal  tax  from  the  Americans, 
for  the  fupport  of  their  own  government,  and 
even  for  the  general  fupport  of  the  State,  and 
as  a  fuitable  return  for  the  protection  which 
they  have  ever  derived  from  the  Government 
of  this  kingdom  ? 

The  Congrefe  had  furely  forgot  this  ftrange 
rehetorical  figure  of  the  great  Orator,  when 
they  were  tempted  to  date  public  ruin, 
from  his  resignation  in  1761.  They  have 
alfo  forgot,  or  they  do  not  chufe  to  remem- 
ber, that  he  acquiefced  in  the  declaratory 
bill,  brought  in  and  paffed  by  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham's  Party,  who  were  in  office, 
in   the  beginning  of  the  year    1766.     This 

Bill 
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Bill  exprefsly  declares,  "  that  all  his  Majefty's 
*-f  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America  have 
"  been,  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  Tub* 
"  ordinate  to  and  dependent  upon  the  Impe- 
66  rial  Crown  and  Parliament  of  Great 
u  JIritain  ;  who  have  full  power  and  autho- 
"  rity  to  make  laws  and  flatutes  of  fufficient 
"  validity  to  bind  the  Colonies  a- id  People  of 
16  America,  fubjefts  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
•'   Britain,  in  all  cases  whatsoeve  in" 

Mr.  Pitt,  to  preferve  fome  degree  of  con- 
fiftency,  objected  to  the  words  "  in  all 
"  cases  whatsoever/'  But  his  oppofition 
was  fo  languid,  that  he  did  not  attend  the 
Houfe  when  the  Bill  was  paffed  ;  and  only 
five  Peers  w7ere  found  to  follow  his  opinion, 
when  it  came  under  debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords. 

"  The  Declaratory  Aft,"  as  the  American 
Congrefs  affirms,  "  comprehends  all  the  griev- 
<c  ances  of  which  they  complain."  Yet  that 
very  Congrefs,  with  peculiar  effrontery,  not 
only  approve,  but  even  praife  the  conduct  of 
the  very  Party  by  whom  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced, and  the  man,  by  whofe  criminal 
ACQ,un  sc  i<  nce  (to  ufe  one  of  his  own 
phrafes)  it  palled  into  a  law.  That  Party, 
and  that  man,  being  now  in  oppofition  to 
Government,  the  Americans  endeavour  to 
fecure  their  fupport,  by  flattering  their  va- 
nity at  the  expcnce  of  truth  !  They  forget 
paft  demerits  in  the  hopes  of  prefent  fervices. 
But  when   they  expe£t  to    deceive  a  whole 

Party 
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Party  into  their  intereft,  they  themfclves  are 
made  the  tools  of  that  Party  ;  and,  like  the 
figure  of  the  Negro,  near  Temple-bar,  are 
turned  round  by  the  machine  which  they  pre- 
tend to  move. 

The  Congrefs,  in  a  ftrain  of  eloquent  adu- 
lation, fpeaks  with  raptures  of   "  that  illuf- 
"  trious    Band    of   diftinguifhed    Peers    and 
"  Commoners,"    who  now  declaim,    argue, 
and  proteft,  in  favour  of  their  own  rebellion. 
It  has  appeared,  that  the  Aft  of  which  they 
mo(t  complain,  was  the  manufacture  of  that 
very  "  illuftrious  Band,"  encouraged  by  the 
negative    oppofstion    made   by    the    Earl   of 
Chatham,  whofe  advice  the  Band  followed, 
as   it  foon  after  appeared,  to  their  own  poli- 
tical deltru&ion.     Befides,  was  it  not  under 
the  Adminiftration  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham, 
in   the   years    1767   and    1768,    though    the 
Americans   date  their  misfortunes  from  the 
refignation  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  Oftober  1761,  that 
the  Bills  impofing   internal  duties,  and  con- 
fequently   eftablifhing    internal    Taxation    in 
America,  were  palled  into  laws  *  ?    Did  not 
the  prefent  Adminiftration,   whofe  meafures 
the  Congrefs   afieft  to  reprobate  throughout, 
repeal  all  thofe  Acts,  except  the  duty  on  Teaf, 
to  gratify  the  prejudices  of  the  Americans, 
and,  if  poffible,  to  re-eftablifh  tranquillity  in 
all  the  Provinces  ?   With  what  colour  of  rea- 
fon,   therefore,    can  the  Americans  lay  the 

*  7  Geo.  III.  ch.  46, 
f  10  Geo.  Ill, 
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blame  either  of  their  real  or  pretended  griev- 
ances on  the  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  now 
in  office  ;  and  yet  approve  of  the  conduct  of 
thofe  very  perfons  who  parted  the  Declaratory 
A&,  and  followed  it  with  Bills  of  imports 
raifed  in  the  Colonies  ? 

In  reprobating  ,the  Declaratory  A£l,  the 
Congrefs  recur  to  their  ufual  maxim,  That 
Taxation  and  Representation  are  infeparable. 
Though  it  has  been  already  (hewn,  that  they 
are  as  much  reprefented  as  twenty-four  in 
twenty-five  of  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Bri- 
tain ;  though  it  has  been  proved,  that  whole 
Provinces,  not  reprefented,  had  been  for  fe- 
deral ages  fubjefted  to  imports  laid  by  the 
Legiflature;  though  it  {hall,  hereafter,  appear 
that  they  themfelves  have  been  uniformly 
taxed  by  the  Britifh  Parliament ;  this  argu- 
ment they  hold  forth  as  invincible,  and  found 
upon  it  their  prefent  refiftance  to  the  fupre- 
macy  of  the  Parent-kingdom.  In  purfuing 
it  injudicioufly  and  too  far,  they  a&ually 
difcover  the  expediency,  and  even  neceffity 
of  that  fupremacy,  of  which  they  fo  loudly 
complain.  The  Parliament  of  Great-Britain, 
fay  they,  will  certainly  perceive,  u  that  an 
"  American  revenue,  if  not  diverted  from 
"  the  oftenfible  purpofes  for  which  it  is 
"  raifed,  will  actually  lighten  their  own 
"  burdens,  in  proportion  as  they  increafe 
"  ours."  But  is  it  not  equitable,  is  it  not 
juft,  is  it  not  neceflary,  that  all  the  fubje&s 
of  the   empire  fhouid   bear,   as   equally   as 
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poffible,  the  public  burdens  of  tlie  empire  ? 
Why  fhould  the  Americans,  who  have  fo 
largely,  fo  uniformly,  and  fo  effectually  ex- 
perienced the  protection  of  Government,  be 
the  only  perfons  exempted  from  paying  their 
fhare  of  its  expences  ?  Is  it  either  reafonable 
or  fuitable  to  the  common  ufage  of  Nations, 
that  thofe  who  defert  their  country  fhould  en- 
joy greater  privileges  than  thofe  that  remain  ? 
The  Americans,  having  been  fpared  during 
the  infancy  of  their  Colonies  on  account  of 
their  poverty,  endeavour  to  eftablifh  into  an 
inherent  right  what  was  actually  an  indulgence. 
Though  this  indulgence  has  been  a  fource 
of  error  to  the  more  ignorant  part  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, there  are  furely  many  among  them 
who  know,  that  Parliament  hath  been  uni- 
formly accuftotned  to  extend  its  fupremacy 
over  all  the  Colonies.  In  matters  of  revenue, 
in  commerce,  in  civil,  in  all  judicial  regula- 
tions ;  and,  in  fhort,  with  regard  to  the  ge- 
neral conftitution  of  their  government,  the 
Provinces  of  North- America,  till  taught  other- 
wife  by  a  difappointed  Faction  in  this  King- 
dom, allowed,  that  the  whole  fabric  of  their 
polity  might  be  new-modelled  and  reformed 
by  the  fuperintending  power  of  Parliament. 
In  fact,  it  has  been  fo  new-modelled  and  re- 
formed, whenever  abues  in  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  their  Government,  under  their  civil 
polity,  or  the  general  intereft  of  the  Britifh 
Empire,  made  it  neceflary  for  Parliament  to 
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interpofe  its  authority.  Instances  of  this  in- 
terpoiiticn,  in  both  eafes,  prefent  themfelves, 
hi  almoft  every  volume  of  the  Statutes,  front 
the  Reftoration  down  to  the  prefent  reign;  yet 
the  Americans  falfely  infmuate,  that  it  was  in 
the  prefent  reign  the  exerciie  of  the  authority 
of  Parliament  (except  only  in  the  regulation 
of  trade)  firft  commenced* 

A  brief  recital  of  fome  of  thofe  inftan- 
ces  may  throw  light  on  a  fubject,  render- 
ed obfeure  and  perplexed  by  the  prejudices 
of  the  ignorant,  and  the  arts  of  designing 
men.  To  gain  the  ears  of  the  Populace,  by 
awakening  their  ancient  jealoufies,  the  Ame- 
ricans affect  to  afcribe  the  prefent  fyftem  of 
meafures  to  principles  of  Toryifm,  which, 
they  pretend,  prevail  in  our  Councils.  But, 
unfortunately  for  this  part  of  their  plan  of 
deception,  it  will  appear,  that  mod  of  the 
Acts,  which  bind  America  in  coercive  regu- 
lations, were  pafled  foon  after  the  Revolution; 
in  the  reign  of  the  very  Prince,  who  brought 
about  that  great  event.  The  Whig  Mini- 
fters  of  King  William,  (perceiving  that  the 
Colonies,  even  then,  had  entertained  views 
of  placing  thetnfelves  on  a  ground  of  inde- 
pendence on  Parliament),  advifed  their  Sove- 
reign, and  their  advice  now  ftands  on  record, 
to  purfue  meafures,  which,  in  their  confe- 
quence,  fhould  effectually  fecure  their  tho- 
rough dependence  on  the  Legiilature  of  this 
Kingdom, 
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In  confequence  of  the  advice  given  by  a 
Whig  Miriiftry  to  a  King  who  had  mount- 
ed the  throne  upon  Whig  principles  ;  and 
alfo  upon  the  fulleit  evidence  of  the  frauds 
and  abufes  committed  in  the  Plantations,  in 
violation  of  the  Act  of  Navigation  ;  the  Act 
of  the  7th  and  8th  of  William  III,  4;  for  pre- 
'•  venting  frauds,  and  regulating  abufes,  in 
<;  the  Plantations,"  was  palled.  By  that  Act, 
a  power  was  given  to  the  Commiffioner*  of 
the  Treafury  and  Cuftoms  in  England,  i:  to 
"  eftablifli  ports,  and  appoint  Officers,  in  the 
"  Plantations ■;"  and  "  thofe  Officers  to  have 
"  the  fame  authority  for  vifiting  fliips  a;>I 
V  goods,  and  entering  houfes  and  warehobfes, 
c<  as  was  exercifed  by  the  fame  Officers  in 
"  England." 

All  penalties  and  forfeitures  were  made  re- 
coverable in  the  Courts  at  Weummiler,  or 
in  Courts  of  Admiralty,  in  the  Plantations  ; 
which  Courts  were  then,  for  the  firfi  ttniCj 
eftabliflied  throughout  all  America.  In  any 
aftion  or  fuit  concerning  his  Majefty's  Du- 
ties, the  offence  might  be  laid  in  any  pre- 
cinct or  divilion  of  the  Plantations,  where  the 
fame  fhould  be  alkdged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted,  at  the  difcrctioh  of  the  Officer  or  In- 
former. All  laws,  by-laws,  ufages,  and  cu- 
ftoms, repugnant  to  any  laws  of  Great- Bri- 
tain which  relate  to  the  Plantations,  or  men- 
tion trie  lame,  are  declared  "  illegal,  ouU, 
"  and  void."  Many  other  reftrictions,  too 
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tedious  to  be  mentioned,  were  at  the  fame 
time  enafted  and  impofed. 

But  it  was  not  in  matters  of  Trade  only, 
that  Parliament,  during  the  reign  of  King 
William,  fuperintended  and  controuled  the 
Colonies.  The  Colonifts,  it  was  found,  had 
encouraged  Pirates  in  various  places  ;  and  no 
jtiitice  could  be  obtained,  in  their  Courts, 
againft  offenders,  whom  they  openly  abetted. 
To  remedy  this  fhameful  abufe,  a  remarkable 
Act  was  palled  in  the  nth  and  12th  of  Wil- 
liam III.  This  Aft  abolifhed  all  jurifdiftion, 
in  that  cafe,  in  the  Courts  in  the  Plantations. 
The  whole  power  of  trying  fuch  offences,  in 
the  Colonies,  was  veiled  in  Commiffioners, 
appointed  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England, 
or  Seal  of  the  Admiralty,  according  to  the 
courfe  of  the  Admiralty,  that  is  to  fay,  with- 
out jury.  The  Commifiioners  were  alfo  em- 
powered to  iifue  warrants,  in  any  of  the  Co- 
lonies, for  arrefiing  fuch  Pirates  or  their  ac- 
ceffaries.  They  might,  at  difcretion,  either  try 
the  criminals  in  America,  or  fend  them  to  Eng- 
land to  be  tried.  Should  the  Governors  of  any 
Charter  or  Proprietary  Government  refufe  to 
affift  the  Commifiioners  ;  fhould  any  perfon  in 
authority  in  the  Colonies  refufe  to  pay  obedi- 
ence to  the  Aft  ;  fuch  refufal,  in  either  cafe, 
was  declared  to  be  forfeiture  of  the  Charter. 

An  Aft  paffed  in  the.  10th  and  nth  year 
of  the  fame  reign,  confines  the  advantage  of 
the  Fifhery  of  Newfoundland  to  Britifh  (hips 
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fitted  out  from  Great- Britain.  The  execution 
of  the  orders  and  regulations,  refpe£Hrtg  that 
Fiftiery*  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Ad- 
mirals, in  the  respective  harbours;  that  is  to 
fay,  in  the  hands  of  the  mailer  of  the  fhip 
that  fliould  fir  it  arrive  from  Great- Britain. 
The  decifion  in  all  queftibns  of  civil  fait  is 
veiled  in  fuch  Admirals,  with  appeal  to  the 
Commander  of  the  King's  {hips.  All  crimi- 
nal offences  are  to  be  tried,  in  any  County  of 
England,  by  the  King's  Commiflioners  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  Gaol  delivery. 

The  opinions  of  this  Nation,  concerning 
the  Government  of  the  Colonies,  may  be 
collected  from  the  above  A£ts.  The  autho- 
rity of  Parliament  to  bind  America,  in  all 
cafes  whatsoever,  and  whenever  the  general 
interefl  of  the  whole  Empire  required  it,  was 
never  clifputed  ;  and  it  was  often  exerted  to 
corrett  abufes,  and  to  fupprefs  the  ideas  of 
independence,  which  began,  even  then,  to  be 
cherifhed  by  the  Colonies.  The  fame  princi- 
ples and  the  fame  policy  were  carried  down 
by  Parliament  through  the  three  lucceeding 
reigns  of  Queen  Anne,  and  of  George  I.  and 
George  II.  Early  in  the  firft  of.  thofe  reigns, 
the  groffeft  abufes  were  committed  by  the 
petty  Legiflatures  in  the  Colonies,  with  refpedt 
to  Coin.  The  interpofition  of  Parliament  be- 
came necefiary  to  correct  thofe  abufes.  An 
Act  was  palled,  in  the  6th  of  Queen  Anne, 
for  that  purpofe ;  when  the  Councils  of  that 
Princefs  were  guided  by  Whigs.  By  this  Act 
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the  rates  of  Foreign  Coin,  in  the  Plantations, 
were  ascertained ;  and  a  fevere  puniihment 
was  inflicted  on  thofe  who  fhould  take  them 
at  higher  rates.  The  American  Trade  was 
placed  in  the  fatne  reign  under  further  restric- 
tions, by  A&  of  Parliament.  Rice  and  Mo- 
lafies  were  added  to  the  lift  of  enumerated 
commodities.  In  the  reign  of  George  1.  Furs 
and  Copper-ore  of  the  Plantations  were  fub- 
jefted  to  the  fame  reftri£Uons. 

The  Britifli  Parliament  confined  not  to 
A£ts  their  fenfe  of  the  undoubted  right  they 
poffefTed,  of  controuling  the  Colonies,  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever.  In  the  Journals  of  both 
Koufes,  there  are  many  Proceedings  which 
furniih  proofs  of  their  undeviating  adherence 
to  the  fame  principles.  In  the  year  1702, 
a  Bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, for  abolifhing  all  the  Charter  and  Pro- 
prietary Governments  in  Anlerica,  and  re- 
uniting them  to  the  Crown.  In  1705,  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  came  to  feveral  Refolutions 
on  the  fubjeft  of  laws  enabled  in  feveral  o£ 
thofe  Governments.  They  declared  thofe  laws 
to  be  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England,  and 
deftru&ive  to  the  (  onftitution.  This  proceed- 
in;;;  was  likewife  followed  by  a  Bill  for  abolifh- 
ing thofe  Charters. 

vf  hefe  Bills,  it  muff  be  confefTed,  were  not 
carried  into  laws.  But  they  did  not  fail* 
through  any  doubt  ei  ^rtained  by  the  Legi- 
slature   againft    their   propriety.     They  were 
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loft  through  a  change  in  the  fituation  of  thofe, 
who  brought  forward  the  meafure.  That  the 
opinion  of  the  Legiflature  continued  the  fame 
on  this  fubject,  is  evident ;  as  the  fame  pro- 
portion was  again  taken  up  in  the  year  1716; 
when  a  Whig  Miniftry  governed  the  King- 
dom, 

In  the  reign  of  George  II.  the  inftances  of 
the  controuling  authority  of  Parliament  over 
the  Colonies,  are  more  numerous  and  fink- 
ing.    By  an  Aft  of  the  2d  of  George  II.  cap. 
35.  fevere  prohibitions  and  penalties  are  im- 
pofed  and  inflifted  on  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  cut 
and    deftroy   white   Pine-trees,    though  fuch 
Pines  are  growing  within  the  limits  of  a  Town- 
fhip  already  granted  ;  and  thefe  penalties  are 
directed  to  be  fued  for  and  recovered  in  the 
Courts    of    Admiralty.      The    Merchants    of 
Great-Britain  having,  in  the  5th  of  the  fame 
reign,    preferred    a   Petition    to    Parliament^ 
complaining  of  the  difficulties  they  met  with 
in  the  recovery  of  debts  in  the  Plantations;  an 
Act  was  paffed,  which  fubje&ed  all  real  Eftates 
in  the  Colonies  to  julf  debts  and  demands  *T 
and  to  be  affets,   in  the  fame  manner  as  in 
England,  for  the  fatisfa&ion  of  debts  due  by 
bond.     The  exportation  of  Hats  from  any  of 
the   Colonies,    and   even   the   conveyance   of 
them  by  land  from  one  Colony  to  another,  is 
prohibited,  under  fevere  penalties,  by  an  A& 
palled  in  the  lame  Seffron. 

In  the  year  1733,  the  Province  of  Mafla- 
chufett's-Bay    prefented    a    Petition    to    the 
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Houfe  of  Commons,  praying  that  they  might 
be  heard  by  Counfel  on  the  fubjeft  of  Griev- 
ances. The  chief  of  thefe  was,  "  That  the 
"  Crown  had  retrained  their  Governour5  by 
4C  inttru&ions,  in  certain  cafes  relative  to  the 
"  iffue  and  difpofal  of  Public  Money,  and  the 
"  emiffion  of  Paper-Bills  of  Credit."  T  he 
Commons,  having  confidered  the  matter, 
came  to  a  Resolution,  "  That  the  Petition 
"  was  frivolous  and  groundlefs,  a  high  in- 
"  fult  upon  his  Majefty's  Government,  and 
"  tending  to  shake  off  the  dependency 
"  of  the  faid  Colony  upon  this  Kingdom, 
"  to  which  in  law  and  right  they  ought  s 
"  to  be  subject."  Complaint  having,  at 
the  fame  time  been  made  to  the  Houfe, 
"  That  the  Reprefentatives  of  that  Colony 
"  had  c ensured  a  perfon  for  giving  evi- 
"  dence  before  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe, 
"  in  the  cafe  of  a  Bill  then  depending  in  Par* 
"  liament,"  it  was  refolved,  "  That  the 
"  palling  fuch  cenfure  was  an  audacious 
<c  proceeding,  and  a  high  violation  of  the 
"  privileges  of  the  Houfe.**  A  Committee 
was  accordingly  appointed,  to  enquire  who 
were  the  abettors  of  this  unwarrantable  pro- 
ceeding. 

We  may  perceive,  from  the  above  circum- 
ftance,  how  jealous  Parliament  have  bfen 
of  their  fupremacy  and  uncontroulable  au- 
thority over  the  Colonies.  Another  inftrmce 
mull  carry  the  proof  of  this  pofition  beyond 
the  power  of  reply.     In  the  year  1 740,  the 
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Houfe  of  Commons  entered  into  a  confide- 
ration  of  M  the  abufes  committed  in  the  Co- 
"  lonies,  in  refpeft  to  the  emiffion  of  Paper 
"  Bills  of  Credit.'-  After  a  long  examina- 
tion, they  came  to  various  Refolutions.  They 
refolved,  "  That  the  Aft  paffed  in  the  6th  of 
Queen  Anne,  ascertaining  the  rates  of  Fo- 
reign Coin  in  America,  had  not  been  duly 
obferved.  That  many  indirect  practices, 
in  that  refpeft,  had  been  introduced,  con- 
trary to  the  true  intent  of  the  Aft.  That 
an  Addrefs  fhould  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty  to  require  the  Governors  of  his 
Colonies  to  take  effeftual  meafures  for 
*  the  ft  rid  obfervance  of  the  Aft  of  the  6th 
u  of  Queen  Anne.  That  another  Addrefs 
"  fliould  be  prefented,  requefting  his  Ma-* 
u  jefty  to  iffue  his  Royal  Proclamation,  to 
"  fettle  and  afcertain  the  rates  of  Foreign 
"  Gold  Coins.  That  the  creating  and 
"  iffuing  Bills  of  Credit,  in  the  Britifh  Co- 
cv  lonies,  by  virtue  of  Afts  of  Affembly,  had 
"  fru  ft  rated  the  defign  of  the  Aft  of  the  6th 
"  of  Queen  Anne.  Than  an  humble  Ad- 
"  drefs  of  Thanks  fhould  be  prefented  to  his 
"  Majefty,  for  the  orders  he  has  already  giv- 
"  en  on  that  head  ;  and,  That  he  fhould  alio 
"  be  requefted  to  require  and  command  the 
"  Governors  of  the  refpeftive  Provinces,  not 
"  to  give  their  affent  to  any  Aft,  whereby 
**  Bills  of  Credit  might  be  iffued  in  lieu  of 
"  Money/1 
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.  Thefe  fpirited  Refolutions  of  the  Commons 
checked,  for  feme  time,  the  abufes  in  the 
emiilion  and  circulation  of  Paper-Money. 
The  New-England  Governments,  however, 
did  not  continue  long  to  pay  any  regard  to 
royal  Inftru&ions,  though  fupported  and 
enforced  by  the  authority  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  The  frauds  committed  awakened 
again  the  attention  of  Parliament.  In  the 
24th  of  George  II.  an  act  was  paffed  "  to 
M  regulate  and  reftrain  Paper-bills  of  Credit 
"  in  the  Four  New-England  Governments." 
The  Governors  of  thofe  Colonies  were  pro* 
hibited,  under  pain  of  being  removed  from 
their  Governments,  and  for  ever  rendered 
incapable  of  any  public  office  or  place  of 
truft,  from  aflenting  to  any  Act,  Order,  or 
Vote,  for  the  iffue  of  any  Paper-bills  of  Cre- 
dit ;  and  all  fuch  Afts,  Orders,  or  Votes,  were 
declared  to  be,  ipfo  fado,  null  and  void. 

In  the  year  1741  the  Colonies  took  up  the 
idea  of  a  Land-bank,  which  had  proved 
fo  uijfuccefsful  in  England  in  the  reign  of 
King  William.  The  "  American  AflemWics/* 
it  appeared  to  Parliament,  "  had  presumed 
"  to  publilh  a  feherne  for  fupplying  a  pre- 
"  tended  want  of  a  medium  in  trade,  for  fet- 
"ting  up  a  Bank  on  land  fecurity,  and  to 
"  folicit  fubferiptions."  To  correct  fhis  evil, 
an  Aft  was  palled  in  the  1 4th  of  George  i  L 
"  to  reftrain  and  prevent  Inch  unwarrantable 

practices  ;   and  to  extend  to  America,  the 
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"  penalties  inflifted  by  a  Statute  of  the  6th 
"  of  George  I.  on  perfons  guilty  of  fuch 
"  practices  in  thefe  kingdoms."  They  were 
alfo  fubjefted,  by  the  fame  Aft,  to  the  pe- 
nalty and  forfeiture  ordained  by  the  Statute 
of  Provision  and  premunue  of  the  i  6th 
of  Richard  II. 

There  are  feveral  other  Statutes  by  which 
Parliament  with  equal  force  affert  their  au- 
thority over  the  Colonies.  In  fome  of  thefe 
they  carry  this  authority  beyond  the  limits, 
with  which  they  have  hitherto  circumJcribed 
it  in  this  Kingdom.  In  the  29th  of  George 
II.  cap.  35.  Officers  of  the  Army  are  em- 
powered to  enlift,  in  the  Colonies,  apprenti- 
ces and  indented  fervants.  The  perfons  fo 
enlifted  were  exempted  from  arrefts  in  civil 
aftions,  where  the  value  of  the  aftion  ex- 
ceeds not  ten  pounds.  To  thefe  ftriking  in- 
T.ances  of  the  controuling  power  of  Parlia- 
ment over  the  Colonies,  may  be  added  the 
Aft  of  23d  of  George  II.  cap.  29.  By  that 
Aft,  "  every  perfon  erefting  or  working  any 
"  mill  or  other  engine  for  Hitting  or  rolling 
"  iron,  or  any  plating  forge  or  furnace  for 
"  making  fleel,  is  fubjefted  to  a  penalty  of 
"  200  1.  to  be  recovered  in  any  of  the  Courts 
"  in  Weftminfter-Hall,  or  in  the  Court  of 
"  Exchequer  in  Scotland." 

The  foregoing  recital  of .  Statutes  binding 
the  Colonies,  prior  to  the  prefent  reign,  of 
which  the  Congrefs  fo  much  complain,  is 
fufficient  to  convince  the  difpaffionate,    that 
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the  controuling  power  of  Parliament  has 
been  perpetually  exerted,  and  never  difputed. 
There  is  hardly  any  objeft  of  Legiilation  in 
which  the  laws  of  this  Country  have  not 
bound  America.  The  Congrefs,  whilft  they 
atfeft  to  difavow  the  fupremacy  of  the  Britiih 
Legiilature,  acknowledge  that  fupremacy, 
perhaps  through  inadvertence,  in  its  utmoil 
latitude.  They  own  themfelves  the  fubje&s 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ;  yet  it  was  the 
Britifli  Legiflature  that  placed  his  Majefly  and 
his  family  on  the  Throne.  Were  the  Colo- 
nies reprefented  in  the  Parliament  which  li- 
mited the  fucceffion  of  the  Crown  to  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover,  any  more  than  they  were 
in  that  which  laid  a  paltry  duty  on  tea  in 
the  Ports  of  America  ?  His  Majefty  owes  his 
Throne  to  the  Laws  of  England ;  and,  as 
King,  he  can  have  no  fubjeft  that  is  not 
bound  by  that  law-  * 

Taxation  has  been  purpofely  omitted  in  the 
above  detail.  That  article,  as  the  great  ob- 
ject of  conteft,  ought  to  be  feparately  ftated. 
The  feveral  initances  of  the  exercife  of  the 
power  of  Parliament,  in  that  cafe,  fhall  be, 
therefore,  thrown  into  ore  point  of  view. 
The  firft  inftance  of  Taxation  is  the  Act  of 
the  1 2th  of  Charles  II.  for  granting  to  the 
Crown  a  duty  of  Tonnage  and  Poundage. 
This  A£t  is  in  point.  It  dire&s,  that  the 
duties  abovementioned  "  fhall  be  payable 
"  upon  commodities  not  only  imported  into 
"  the  realm  of  England,   but  alio  into  the 
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<c    DOMIVIONS     THERKUKTO    3*?L0NC1NG^ 

The  Colonies   are  here  included   in  exprefe 

words.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  Duties  of 
Tonnage  and  Poundage  were  not  collected 
in  America.  The  reafon  was,  that  the  com- 
merce of  the  Plantations  was  io  inconfider- 
able,  that  the  revenue  arifing  from  it  could 
not  pay  the  expence  of  collection. 

But  whatever  might  have  been  the  reafon 
for  not  collecting  the  Duties  of  Tonnage 
and  Poundage  in  the  Colonies,  the  Law  was 
certainly  underftood  to  extend  to  America. 
In  the  year  1680,  the  Affembly  of  the  liland 
of  Jamaica  refufed  "  to  raife  levies  for  the 
"  fupport  of  Government."  Upon  this  re- 
fufal,  the  Lords  of  the  Council  made  a  Mi- 
nute "  to  confer  with  the  Judges  upon  the 
"  queftion  :  Whether  the  fubfidies  upon  the 
"  Tonnage  and  Poundage  upon  goods  that 
"  may  by  Law,  or  fhall  be  dire&ly  carried 
"  to  Jamaica,  be  not  payable,  according  to 
"  Law,  by  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  inhabiting 
"  that  liland,  or  trading  there,  by  virtue  of 
"  the  A£ts  of  Tonnage  and  Poundage,  or 
"  other  A£ts  made  in  England."  Unfortu- 
nately it  does  not  appear,  whether  the  confe- 
rence was  ever  held  ;  or,  if  it  was  actually 
held,  what  was  the  refult. 

The  25th  of  Charles  II.  cap.  7,  is  the  next 
Act  that  binds  America,  in  point  of  Taxa- 
tion. By  that  A£t  certain  duties  are  made 
payable  in  the  Plantations,  upon  fugar,  to. 
bacco,  cotton-wool,  indigo,  ginger,  log, 
E  wood. 
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wood,  fuftic,  and  other  dying  woods,  and 
cocoa-nuts  exported  to  any  other  place,  ex- 
cept England.  Thefe  Duties  continue  to  be 
paid  to  this  day. 

In  the  9th  of  Queen  Anne,  an  Act  was 
pafied,  i crippling  certain  Duties  on  all  prize-* 
goods  taken  in  America,  and  imported  into 
any  of  the  Colonies.  Thefe  Duties  were  as 
follow  :  "  All  European  goods  (wine  and 
"  brandy  excepted)  which  have  been  ufually 
ft  fent  to  the  Plantations,  are  to  pay  there 
4C  fuch  Cuftoms  as  are  payable  for  the  like 
"  goods  imported  into  the  Plantations  from 
"  Great-Britain-  Other  goods  taken  as 
44  prizes  fhall  be  liable  there  to  fuch  Du- 
"  ties  as  were  payable  for  the  fame,  by  any 
44  A&  of  Affembly,  in  the  faid  Planta- 
"  tions." 

To  thefe  A£ts,  fubjefting  his  Majefty's  fub- 
je£ts  in  America  to  taxes  impofed  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  Parliament,  feveral  others  may  be  added. 
The  Act  of  the  9th  of  Queen  Anne,  for 
eftablifhing  a  Poft-office.  The  various  ££±s 
pafied  for  levying  and  inforcing  the  collection 
of  the  duty  of  iixpence  per  month,  out  of 
Seamen's  wages,  for  the  fupport  of  Green- 
wich Hofpital.  All  thefe  Afts  extend  to 
America.  They  bind  the  Colonies  as  well  as 
the  Mother-Country.  Their  authority  was 
never  difputed  ;  and  the  Taxes  impofed  by 
them  have  been  uniformly  raifed.  The  Aft 
of  the  2d  of  George  II.  cap.  7.  is  ftill  more 
explicit  and  decifive  in  the  words.    It  requires 

the 
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the  payment  of  the  Duties  for  Greenwich 
Hofpital,  "  by  feamen  belonging  to  American 
"  fhips,  whether  employed  upon  the  high 
M  ieas,  or  in  any  port,  harbour,  bay,  of 
"  creek,  within  any  of  the  Colonies." 

It  appears  from  this  detail  of  fads,  that  the 
right  of  Parliament  to  bind  the  Colonies,  iu 
all  cafes  whatfoever,  is  not  a  claim  founded 
en  mere  theory  :  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
controlling  power  of  the  Legiilature  is  war- 
ranted by  conftant  ufage,  and  uninterrupted 
practice.  1  hat  the  Declaratory  Act,  of  which 
the  Americans  complain,  contains  no  new,  no 
aifumed  powers  over  the  Plantations ;  and 
that  there  is  icarce  any  channel  of  Legiila- 
tion,  through  which  the  Britifh  Parliament 
has  not  exerted  its  fupremacy,  in  as  full  and 
ample  a  manner  as  it  has  been  exerted  over 
the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain  ;  and  a!!  this 
prior  to  the  prefent  reign,  in  which  the  Con- 
grefs  place  the  commencement  of  M  Public 
*  Ruin." 

The  American  Congrefs,  with  a  partiality 
for  themfelves  Scarcely  confiftent  with  their 
defign  of  gaining  others,  in  the  next  para- 
graph of  their  Declaration,  call  the  Acts, 
which  were  the  c o  n  s  e ou  e  n  c  e  of  the  refi fi- 
ance of  their  constituents,  the  cause  of  their 
rebellion.  In  defcending  to  particulars,  their 
firft  complaint  is  dated  againft  "  the  exten- 
a  fion  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  of 
"  admiralty  ana  Vice- Admiralty  beyond  their 
E  2  a  former 
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"  former  limits  ;"  by  which,  they  alledge, 
"  the  fubjeft  is  deprived  of  his  inherent  right 
"  of  a  trial  by  Jury/5  The  Congrefs  furdy 
forget,  or  it  is  not  confident  with  their  de- 
figri  to  remember,  that  the  alterations  of 
which  they  complain  were  made  at  the  re- 
quefl  of  their  condiments.  The  reafons  af- 
figned  for  this  requeft  were,  that  the  Courts 
of  Admiralty  eftablifhed  formerly  in  the  vari- 
ous Provinces,  poffeffed  fo  little  dignity,  on 
account  of  the  dependence  and  poverty  of  the 
Judges,  that  juftice  was  either  facrificed  to 
connexions,  or  biafled  by  avarice.  Befides 
that,  Appeals  to  Great-Britain  could  be  fel- 
dom  made,  on  account  of  the  expence  and 
diftance.  To  remedy  this  evil,  the  prefent 
eftablifhment  of  Courts  of  Admiralty  in  Ame- 
rica was  formed.  Four  great  Courts  of  Vice- 
Admiralty  were  eretted.  The  Judges  were 
rendered  independent  by  ample  falaries.  The 
line  of  Appeal  became  fhort,  eafy,  and  ob- 
vious ;  and  as  to  trial  by  Jury,  the  whole 
world  knows  that  the  Court  of  Admiralty  in 
England  never  admitted  that  mode  of  trial  ill 
civil  cafes. 

The  complaint  of  the  Congrefs,  with  re- 
gard to  the  Bill  for  (hutting  the  Port  of  Bo- 
ilon,  is  ridiculous  as  well  as  unjuft,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  that  place  had  it  in  their  own 
power  to  remove  the  grievance.  The  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Eaft-India  Company's  tea,  at  Bo- 
lton, is  well  known  to  have  been  the  delibe- 
rate aft  of  a  very  great  majority  of  the  inha- 
bitants. 
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bit-ants.  To  obtain  reparation  by  the  corn- 
mon  courfe  of  law  was  impaifibfe,  where  tile 
number  of  the  offenders  (creeiied  them  i 
tually  from  juftice.  It  was  a  public  crime, 
and  the  purrithoient  ought  to  have  been  gene- 
ral. In  pnffuance  of  that  plan  of  tendpraeik, 
which  has  been  fatally  loft  on  the  Americans, 
the  Bill  for  fufpending  the  trade  of  Bolton 
was  rendered  conditional.  A  door  was  left 
open  for  an  immediate  reconciliation,,  iliovild 
the  Affembly  of  MaftachulcttVLkiy  make  a 
public  grant,  for  repairing  the  damage  fuf- 
tained,  by  a  Company  of  Merchants,  through 
a  public  outrage.  Yet  the  Congrels  iligma- 
tize  with  the  name  of  injuilice,  a  coercive 
Statute  rendered  abfolutely  neceilary  by  the 
fhamelefs  depredations  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Bofton  'j  and  which  Statute,  they  themfelves 
had  it  in  their  power  to  terminate,  in  an  in- 
ftant,  by  doing  an  act  of  common  juftice 

But  why  ihould  we  expett  common  juftice 
towards  others,  among  a  people,  wiio  (with 
regard  to  the  Tea- Aft)  have  been  mantfeilly 
unjuft  to  themfelves  ?  It  is  of  the  Duty  on 
Tea,  the  Americans  principally  complain;  ye% 
they  fubmitted  to  a  Duty  of  7  h  per  Ton,  laid 
on  Wines,  the  Sefiion  which  immediately  pre- 
ceded the  palling  of  the  Tea-Ad.  The  Duty 
on  Tea  was  alio  fubmitted  to  in  all  the  Pro- 
vinces where  that  commodity  had  not  been 
ufually  introduced  by  Smuggling.  Bofton  it- 
felf,  and  even  Mr.  John  Hancock  {now  pre* 
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sident  of  the  Congrefs,  but  formerly  a  moil 
notorious  smuggler),  originally  made  no 
objedion  to  the  Ad.  It  was  when  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  by  adopting  the  plan  of  fend- 
ing Tea  to  America  in  their  own  name,  gave 
the  fini&ing  blow  to  Smuggling,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  Maffachufett's-Bay  determined 
to  oppofe  the  Duty.  Prior  to  the  Ad  for 
laying  the  three-pence  Duty  on  Tea,  pay- 
able in  the  Colonies,  the  Americans  adually 
"  paid  a  shilling,  together  with  the  profit  of 
the  Merchant,  Formerly  all  Tea  exported  to 
the  Plantations  went  encumbered  with  a  Shil- 
ling, paid  by  the  Eaft-India  Company.  In 
other  words,  the  Duty  was  not  drawn  back 
on  exportation  ;  fo  that,  by  the  Ad,  the  con- 
furner  is  a  gainer  of  a  Shilling  in  every  pound 
of  Tea,  if  to  the  nine-pence  duty  we  ihould 
add  commiilion,  infurance,  freight,  and  pro- 
fit. Smugglers  found  themfelves  incapable  of 
carrying  on  their  contraband  commerce;  and 
they  inflamed  an  ignorant  rabble,  to  ferve 
their  own  intereft,  or  to  gratify  their  own  re- 
venge. 

With  equal  effrontery,  and  with  ft  ill  lefs 
reafon,  the  Congrefs  exclaim  againil  the  alte- 
ration made  in  the  form  of  the  government  of 
Bolton.  With  their  ufual  fallacy  in  argument 
the  Americans  wifh  to  eitablifh  it  as  a  maxim 
in  polity,  That  Charters  granted  by  the 
crown,  can  neither  be  reveried  or  altered  by 
the  Li.GiSLATURK.  They  might  as  well  go 
at  once  to  the  whole  fupremacy  ;    and  favc 
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fhemfelves  the  trouble  of  thus  fupporting  at 
caufe  untenable  on  any  other  grounds.  The 
three  branches  of  the  Legillature  united  make 
daily  alterations  in  the  Conftitution  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  and,  if  their  Supremacy  extends 
over  the  whole  empire,  they  have  the  fame 
right  to  alter  the  conftitution  of  the  Ameri- 
can colonies.  If  the  Americans  deny  this  po- 
fition,  all  argument  is  at  an  end  ;  and  they 
avow  an  independence,  which,  in  their 
circumftances,  marks  them  out  for  ene- 
mies. After  all,  this  alteration,  of  which  the 
Congrefs  affe£t  to  complain,  is  no  more  than 
putting  the  inhabitants  of  Maifachufett's-Bay 
on  the  fame  footing  with  the  other  Colonies. 
They  have  received  in  miniature  the  counter- 
part of  the  conftitution  of  the  Mother-King- 
dom ;  and  have  they  a  right,  or  can  they 
wifh,  to  be  more  free  than  the  freeil  Nation 
in  the  world  ? 

The  Aft  for  regulating  the  Government 
of  Quebec,  furnifhes  the  Congrefs  writh  an 
ample  field  for  declamation.  To  inveigh 
againft  Popery  and  Arbitrary  Power,  has 
been  ever  a  favourite  topic  with  men,  who 
wifh  to  profit  by  the  prejudices  of  the  peo- 
ple. Had  the  Congrefs  attended  to  the  ge- 
neral principles  of  the  Britilh  Conftitution, 
they  might  have  informed  themfelves,  that 
his  Majefty,  without  the  interpofition  of 
the  two  other  branches  of  the  Legislature, 
might  have  permitted  the  inhabitants  of 
Canada   to    remain    for    ever    under  French 

laws* 
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laws.  There  is  no  maxim  in  the  Law  of 
England  more  generally  known,  or  lefs  con- 
troverted, than,  That  in  conquered  or  ceded 
countries,  which  have  already  laws  of  their 
own,  fuch  laws  remain  in  full  force,  till  they 
are  altered  and  changed  by  the  Sovereign. 
Had  his  Majefty,  therefore,  entertained  fuch 
defigns  as  the  Congrefs  obliquely  lay  to 
his  charge,  why  fhould  he  call  in  the  aid  of 
the  Legiflature  to  execute  what  was  already 
done  by  the  Common  Law  ?  The  Congrefs 
will  not,  furely  affirm,  that  the  fyftem  of 
government,  eftablifhed  by  the  Legiflature 
in  Quebec,  is  fo  arbitrary  in  itfelf,  or  fo 
fit  for  the  purpofes  of  defpotifm,  as  the  Con- 
ftitution  which  fubfifted  in  that  Province 
under  the  French.  Ought  they  not  to  con- 
fider,  that  no  other  form  of  government 
could  have  been  eftablifned,  fo  fuitable  to 
the  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants,  the  te- 
nures of  their  property,  and  the  toleration 
of  their  religion,  to  all  which  they  had  an 
undoubted  right  by  the  terms  of  their  Ca- 
psulation, and  the  articles  of  the  fubfequent 
Treaty  of  Peace  ? 

The  Oppofition  at  home,  as  well  as  the 
Patriots  abroad,  have  found  an  extenfive 
fubjecl  for  pathetic  eloquence,  in  the  form  of 
Government  now  eftablifhed  by  Law  in  Ca- 
nada. The  farmer  have  either  very  treache- 
rous memories,  or  they  change  without  any 
ceremony  their  opinions  with  their  fituation. 
Under   the  Adminiftration  of  the  Earl  of 
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Chatham,  Mr.  Morgan,  Lord  Shflburne's 
Secretary,  was  fent  privati  ly  to  America, 
as  Commiflioner,  to  fettle  and  'regulate  a 
new  code  for  the  Government  of  Quebec. 
The  Governor  and  Chief  Jultice  of  that 
Province,  if  1  am  not  miftaken,  were  joined 
with  Morgan  in  this  secret,  but  important 
commiffion.  The  meafure,  it  is  faid,  was  con- 
fidered  by  the  Board  of  Trade  ;  it  was 
certainly  debated,  if  not  adopted  by  the  Ca- 
binet, as  far  back  as  the  year  1767,  during 
the  plenitude  of  the  harl  of  Chatham's  power. 
Lord  Camden  was  Chancellor,  and  gave  his 
fan&ion  to  regulations  more  allied  to 
Despotism  than  thofe  he  reprobates  at  pre- 
fent.  The  Duke  of  Grafton,  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne,  General  Conway,  and  feveral 
others  of  "  that  illustrious  Band,"  on  whofe 
virtues  the  Americans  expatiate  with  rapture* 
approved  this  popish,  arbitrary,  tyran- 
nical fyftem  of  Government*:  yet  all  theie 
are  now  true  Americans,  itrenuous  Prote- 
ftants,  Whigs  of  the  ancient  mould,  deter- 
mined afiertors  of  public  freedom,  avowed 
enemies  to  oppression,  popery,  and  arbi- 

TPv  UY    POWER  ! 

The  Congrefs  enumerate,  among  their  com- 
plaints againft  the  Britifh  Legiilature,  the 
Refolution  of  Parliament  to  give  its  due 
fierce  to  an  unrepealed  Statute  paffed  in  the 

*  Lord  Rockingham  had  the  merit  of  fending  a  Po- 
pijh  Eifhop  to  Quebec. 

time 
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time  of  Henry  VIII.  It  is  declared  in  the 
Refolution,  that,  upon  this  Statute,  treaions 
and  mifprifions  of  treafon  committed  in  any 
of  his  Majefty's  dominions  beyond  fea,  fub- 
jeft  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain,  may  be 
tried  in  England.  Though  this  Refolution 
is  confidered  by  the  Congrefs  as  a  part  of 
the  ideal  fyftem  of  enlevement,  with  which 
they  charge  the  King  and  Parliament,  it  con- 
tains no  novelty,  no  uncommon  ftretch  of 
law7.  A  thoufand  inftances  of  the  fame  kind 
are  upon  record,  long  before  the  prefent 
difputes  with  America  began.  One  inftance 
is  extremely  remarkable  ;  I  mean,  the  tra-nf- 
aftions  in  the  cafe  of  the  Infurreftion  in  Anti- 
gua, in  the  year  171 1.  All  the  proceedings 
were  founded  on  the  A£t  of  Henry  VI1L 
Some  of  the  Infurgents  were  fent  to  England; 
they  were  tried  upon  that  Statute  ;  and  that 
circumflance  has  eftablifhed  a  precedent  which 
cannot  be  controverted.  But,  had  even  a  new 
law  of  this  kind  been  made,  what  reafori 
could  the  American  Congrefs  have  to  com- 
plain ?  Have  not  the  prejudices,  infurreftions, 
and  even  rebellion  of  their  own  countrymen, 
totally  interrupted  the  common  courfe  of  ju- 
flice  over  ajl  the  vail  Continent  which  they 
inhabit  ;  and  fhall  the  generality  of  the  crime 
be  admitted  a  competent  excufe  againft  pu- 
nifhmcnt  ? 

From  condemning  the  Acts  of  the  Leg'ula- 
ture,  the  Congrefs  pais  to  complaints  againft 
their  Sovereign,   as  well   as  his  principal  fer- 

vants. 
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vants.  They  alledge,  that  the  "  Americans 
';  have  inceifantly  and  ineffectually  befieged 
u  the  Throne  for  ten  years ;'V  yet  conceal  the 
reafon,  which  was,  '1  hat  their  demands,  ra- 
ther than  requelis,  were  iuch  as  the  Sove- 
reign could  not  grant,  confident  with  the 
powers  veiled  in  him  by  the  Conftirution. 
They  complain,  that  fleets  and  armies  have 
been  lent  to  their  countrv,  to  enforce  the  co- 
ercive  laws,  enacled  by" the  Legiflature  for 
the  eftablifhrnent  of  its  fupremacy  ;  yet  they 
pafs  over  in  filence  the  outrages  committed  by 
themfelves,  which  rendered  that  meafure  ne- 
ceffary.  Did  they  not  draw  the  fword  with 
one  hand,  when  the  other  was  ftretched  forth 
with  Petitions  for  relief  from  pretended  griev- 
ances ?  Did  they  not  purchafe  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  artillery,  form  magaz-ines,  enlift 
foldiers,  and  prepare,  in  every  refpefl:,  for  re- 
bellion and  war,  when  they  afte&ed  to  fpeak 
the  language  of  fub million  and  peace  ? 

All  thefe  are  fafts  that  cannot  be  contro- 
verted. The  Congrefs  know  the  truth,  but 
purfue  their  plan  of  deception.  "  They  hoped 
"  in  vain/5  they  fay,  "  for  moderation  in 
"  their  enemies;"  yet  their  own  conduft  has 
been  one  continued  feries  of  violence,  oppref- 
fion,  and  injuftice.  Having  difclaimed  their 
allegiance  to  the  Sovereign,  difobeyed  the  a&s 
of  the  Legiflature,  deftroyed  the  property, 
and  infulted  the  perfons  of  the  fervants  of  the 
State,  affumed  the  functions  of  fovereignty, 

and 
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and  rufhed  into  aSual  rebellion  ;  they  com- 
plain of  a  want  of  moderation  in  Govern- 
ment, for  exerting  the  power  veiled  in  it  by 
the  Conftitution,  for  refioring  tranquillity, 
enforcing  legal  fubmiiiion  to  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  for  protecting  the  injured  and  pu- 
nifhing  the  guilty. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  their  (trange  De- 
claration, the  American  Congrefs  appear  to 
adapt  their  reafonings  to  the  weaknefs  of  the 
prejudiced,  and  their  fafts  to  the  credulity  of 
the  ignorant.  They  affirm,  that  they  have  uni- 
formly endeavoured  to  procure  an  accommo- 
dation with  the  Mother-Country;  yet  they  re- 
probate the  Refolution  of  the  Commons,  on 
the  20th  of  February,  which  opened  a  fair 
channel  for  agreement.  They  call  the  Refo- 
lution "  an  infidious  manoeuvre,  calculated  to 
"  divide  the  Americans,  and  to  eftablifh  a 
"  perpetual  auction  of  taxation,  where  Colo- 
"  ny  (hould  bid  againft  Colony,  all  of  them 
"  uninformed  what  ranfom  {hould  redeem 
"  their  lives  ;  and  thus  to  extort  from  them, 
"  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  the  unknown 
"  fums  that  fliould  be  fufficient  to  gratify,  if 
"  poffible  to  gratify  Minifterial  rapacity,  with 
"  the  miferable  indulgence  left  them  of  raif- 
"  ing,  in  their  own  mode,  the  prefcribed  tri- 
"  bute."  We  may  learn,  from  this  tedious  and 
involved  fentence,  how  much  the  Congrefs 
have  profited  by  the  Speeches  of  Patriotifm  in 
the  Britifh  Parliament.    A  noted  Orator,  who 

has 
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has  been  fufpe&ed  of  having  penned  the  df- 
ci.aratory  bill,  (which,  the  Congrcfs  al- 
ledge,  contains  the  whole  inafs  of  American 
grievances),  ufed  almoit  the  fame  words  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  day  the  Re- 
folution  came  under  debate.  But  former  de- 
merits have  been  forgot,  in  what  the  Ameri- 
can Demagogues  foolilhly  conftrue  into  pre- 
fettt  fervices. 

To  (hew  the  nature  of  the  Propofition  which.. 
the  Congrefs  ftigmatize  with  the  name  of  an 
"  infidious  manoeuvre,"  fome  previous  fads 
mud  be  explained.  On  the  fecond  of  Febru- 
ary, a  Motion  was  made,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  for  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefly, 
which  was  foon  after  prefented,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Lords.  In  this  Addrefs,  the 
two  Houfes,  having  flated  fome  facts,  were 
induced  to  declare,  that  a  Rebellion  actually 
exited  at  that  time  in  the  Province  of  Mafla- 
chufett's-Bay :  That  this  conduft  was  the 
more  inexcufable,  when  it  was  confidered 
with  how  much  temper  his  Majefty  and  the 
two  Houfes  of  Parliament  had  a£ted,  in  fup- 
port  of  the  Laws  and  Conftitution  of  Great- 
Britain  :  That  they  were  refolved  never  fo  far 
to  defert  the  truft  repofed  in  them,  as  to  re- 
linquilh  any  part  of  the  Sovereign  Au- 
thority over  all  his  Majesty's  Domi- 
nions, which  the  law7  inverted  in  his  Majefty 
and  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament :  That  the 
conduct  of  the  Americans  was  fufficient  to 
F  convince 
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convince  them  of  the  neceffity  of  this  fupre- 
macy  and  power  :  That,  however,  they  had 
always  been,  and  always  fhould  be,  ready  to 
pay  attention  and  regard  to  any  real  griev- 
ances, which  fhould  be  laid  before  them  in  a 
dutiful  and  constitutional  manner  : 
That  they  requefted  his  Majefty  to  take  the 
mod  effectual  meafures  to  enforce  due  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws  and  authority  of  the  Supreme 
Legiflature :  And  that  they  were  refolved,  at 
the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  fup- 
port  his  Majefty  againft  all  rebellious  at- 
tempts, in  the  maintenance  of  the  juft  rights 
of  his  Majefty  and  the  two  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament. 

In  this  Addrefs  the  two  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, while  they  held  forth  the  Sword  in  one 
hand,  evidently  tendered  the  Olive-branch 
with  the  other.  The  Americans  themfelves 
were  made  the  arbiters  of  their  own  fate. 
The  choice  of  war  or  peace  was  left  in  their 
own  hands.  But,  as  the  offer  of  Parliament 
to  liften  to  the  real  grievances  of  the  Colonifts 
was  deemed  too  general  to  form  a  foundation 
for  an  agreement  between  them  and  the  Mo- 
ther-Country,  the  Minifter,  wifhing  to  conci- 
liate matters  with  America,  even  contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  many  friends  to  this  Country, 
laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fome  ex- 
plicit propositions,  which  might  anfwer 
that  end.  Accordingly,  on  the  twentieth  of 
February,  the  following  Proportions  were  in- 
troduced 
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troduced  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houlc 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  :  "  That 
M  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  hat 
4i  when  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Affem- 
44  bly,  or  General  Court  of  his  Majefty'a 
"  Provinces  or  Colonies  fhall  propofe  to  make 
4C  provihon  according  to  their  respective  con- 
44  ditions,  circumitances,  and  fituations,  for 
44  contributing  their  proportion  to  the  com- 
a  mon  defence  :  fuch  proportion  to  be  raifed 
u  under  the  authority  of  the  General  Court, 
44  or  General  Aifembly  of  fuch  Province  or 
6C  Colony,  and  difpofable  by  Parliament  ; 
44  and  fhall  engage  to  make  provision  alfo  for 
u  the  fupport  of  the  Civil  Government,  and 
44  the  adminiitration  of  juflice  in  fuch  Pro- 
44  vince  or  Colony  ;  it  will  be  proper,  if  fuch 
44  propofal  fhall  be  approved  by  his  Majefty 
44  in  Parliament,  and  for  fo  long  as  fuch  pro- 
44  vifion  ihall  be  made  accordingly,  to  forbear 
44  in  refpeft  of  fuch  Province,  or  Colony,  to 
44  levy  any  duties,  ta*x,  or  afieffment,  or  to 
44  impofe  any  further  duty,  tax,  or  aifeifment, 
14  except  only  fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  ex- 
44  pedient  to  impofe  for  the  regulation  of 
44  Commerce  ;  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties 
44  lail-mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  account 
44  of  fuch  Province,  Colony,  or  Plantation, 
44  relpectively." 

This  Refolution,    which  was  carried  by  a 

great   majority,    plainly    marked   the   ground 

for  a  negotiation,  and  an  equitable  agreement 

with  the  Colonies.     It  was  moderate,    com- 
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prehenfive,  and  explicit.     It  named  the  per- 
sons  from  whom   the  propofais   mult  .come, 
and  thofe   to  whom  they  \yere   to  be  made. 
The   end    and  purpofe   of  the   Contribution 
were   explained.     The   appropriation   of  the 
expelled  revenue  was  ipecifled,  and  preclud- 
ed  every  fufpicion    of    its  being    mifapplied. 
Though   the    offer   was    conditional,    it    was 
plainly  conclufive,  as  long  as  the  Americans 
themfelves  fhould   adhere  to  the  agreement. 
They  had  it  in  their  power  to  tax  themfelves, 
the   great  point  for  which   they  profeffed  to 
contend  ;  and  the  only  right  referved  by  the 
Legiflature  was,  to  determine  the  quantum 
of  the   fupply  ;    and   they  alone   can   deter- 
mine it,    as  being  the  fupreme  power,   who 
are  the  fole   judges   of  what  is  neceffary  to 
Support   the   State.      The  Propofition,    upon 
the  whole,  was  at  least  as  favourable  to 
the  preienfions  of  the  Americans,  as  to  the 
claims  of  the  Mother-Countrv.     The  former, 
therefore,    mud  have  accepted  the  propofal, 
had    what    they   held    forth    to    the   Public 
formed  the    real  principles   of  their   oppofi- 
tion . 

The  Minority  in  Parliament,  who  deem- 
ed nothing  fo  fatal  to  their  own  views,  as  an 
agreement  with  the  Americans,  upon  equita- 
ble, and  consequently  permanent  terms,  op- 
pofed  this  Propofition  as  infidious  in  its  na- 
ture, and  for  that  purpofe  rendered  obfeure 
and  perplexed  in  its  language.  The  Ame- 
rican Demagogues,  whofe  influence  can  only 
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exift  in  the  midft  of  anarchy  and  confufion, 
oppofed  it  with  (imilar  views.  The  latter, 
indeed,  have  approved  fo  much  of  the  sen- 
timents, or  rather  professions  of  the  for- 
mer, that  they  have,  in  their  Declaration, 
echoed  back  their  very  words  in  Parliament. 
The  argument  before  went  only  to  the  claim 
of  the  Americans  to  be  permitted,  in  their 
Affemblies,  to  fettle  the  mode  of  Taxation. 
They  then  demanded  an  exclufive  privilege 
of  fixing  the  amount  or  quantum  of  the 
fupply  ;  and  now  they  will  give  no  fuppiy 
at  all.  But,  if  neither  the  mode  nor  the 
quantum  is  to  be  left  in  the  power  of  Par- 
liament, what  power  has  Parliament  left  with 
regard  to  the  taxing  of  the  Americans  ? 
Ought  the  British  Legislature  to  lay 
humbly  the  wants  of  the  Public  before  the 
p^ttv  Legislatures  of  America,  and  re- 
queft  their  aid  for  the  general  fupport  of  Go- 
vernment ?  What  would  this  be,  but  the  to* 
tal  emancipation  of  the  Colonies  from  that 
fupremacy  for  which  we  contend  ? 

The  Americans  formerly  declared  them- 
felves  willing  to  contribute  to  the  exigences 
and  expences  of  the  State,  provided  the  de- 
mand fhould  come  by  requilition  from  the 
King,  and  not  by  an  immediate  exertion  of 
Parliamentary  authority.  This  offer  his  Ma- 
jefly  declined  with  that  patriotifm,  which  has 
uniformly  marked  his  own  meafures  during 
his  reign.  Anxious  for  the  happinefs  of  all 
his  fubjc&s,  he  chofe  to  be  the  Monarch  of 
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one  great  and  free  nation,  rather  thafr  the 
Sovereign  of  a  number  of  petty  States,  weak- 
ened by  their  own  difunion.  Had  his  Majefty 
been  a&uated  by  thofe  motives  of  ambition, 
which  are  not  uncommon  among  Princes,  he 
would  have  eagerly  clofed  with  the  offers  of 
the  Americans.  Iniiead  of  making  himfelf 
dependent,  for  the  maintenance  of  his  dig- 
nity,  upon  the  grants  of  one  Aflembly,  he 
might  have  extricated  himfelf  from  even  the 
fear  of  pecuniary  difficulties  by  a  proper  ma- 
nagement of  many  AiTemblies.  The  Repre- 
fentatives  of  one  Province  might  be  gratified 
into  the  views  of  the  Crown,  from  the  reve- 
nue of  another  ;  Britifh  Members  might  re- 
ceive the  wages  of  corruption  in  America  ; 
and  .American  Reprefentatives  be  fent  for  the 
price  of  their  votes  to  this  Kingdom. 

But  fucceeding  events  have  demonftrated, 
that  the  Americans  were  not  fincere,  in  any 
one  of  their  declarations,  in  favour  of  an 
amicable  accommodation.  The  Propofitions, 
voted  on  the  20th  of  February,  came  up  to 
their  own  former  demands  ;  yet  they  evaded 
them,  by  treating  them  as  infidious.  The 
truth  is,  they  knew  their  own  demerits  to- 
wards this  Country,  and  they  could  not 
believe,  that  proposals  fo  highly  favourable 
could  have  been,  on  her  part,  fincere.  One 
good,  however,  has  relulted  from  the  Propo- 
fitions. The  Colotiies,  by  rejecting  them, 
have  left  no  doubt  remaining  concerning 
their  real  intentions.    They  confine  no  longer 
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their  claims  to  the  exclufive  privilege  of  tax- 
ing themfelves.  They  aim,  evidently,  at  a 
total  'independence  in  all  matters  whatlbever  ; 
and  more  particularly  with  regard  to  the  A& 
of  Navigation  They  have  long  made  fecret 
but  moft  dangerous  encroachments  on  this 
palladium  of  our  Commerce.  They  now 
publickly  avow  their  refolution  to  pay  no  re- 
gard to  any  Parliamentary  reftri&ions,  whe- 
ther ancient  or  recent,  on  their  Commerce. 
They  now  openly  trade  all  over  Europe  ;  and 
the  obtaining  the  privilege,  which  they  have, 
at  length,  ufurped,  has  been  the  primary  caufe 
of  their  reiiftance  to  Parliament.  The  manu- 
facturers and  merchants  of  this  Country  have 
been  long  no  ftrangers  to  this  American  poll- 
cv  ;  yet  the  Congrefe  have  the  effrontery  to 
expert,  that  the  mercantile  intereft  of  Great- 
Britain  will  efpoufe  their  caufe. 

The  American  Congrefs,  having  in  a  loofe, 
curfory,  and  fuperficial  manner,  advanced 
fome  pretended  arguments  to  juftify  their  re- 
bellion, defcend  to  the  mifreprefentation  of 
fa£ts,  with  the  fame  defign.  They  affirm, 
"  That  General  Gage,  who  had  occupied 
"  Bofton  as  a  garrifon,  fent  out  a  large  de- 
"  tachment  of  his  army,  on  the  1 9th  of  April, 
"  who  made  an  unprovoked  affault  on  the 
"  inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Bofton,  at 
"  Lexington."  On  this  allegation  of  the 
Congrefs  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  rebel- 
lious conduct  of  the  Town  of  Bofton,  where 
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all  the  authority  of  legal  government  had 
been  long  extinguifhed  by  the  tyranny  of  a 
rabble  inffigated  by  factious  leaders,  had  ren- 
dered a  force  neceffary  in  that  place,  to  re- 
ftore  order  and  tranquillity,  to  protect  the  in- 
nocent, and  to  reftrain  the  exceflfes  of  the  tur- 
bulent and  guilty.  That  the  military  prepa- 
rations made  in  all  parts  of  the  Province,  and 
Specially  at  the  Town  of  Concord,  with  the 
avowed  intention  of  oppofing  all  legal  autho- 
rity, induced  and  even  forced  General  Gage 
(though  fatally  too  late)  to  fend  out  a  detach- 
ment of  the  troops  under  his  command,  to 
prevent  hoflilities,  by  feizing  the  means  of 
carrying  them  on.  That  fome  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Province,  in  "  warlike  array/' 
flood  in  the  way  of  this  detachment,  with 
arms  in  their  hands  ;  and  that  when  ordered 
to  remove  in  a  peaceable  manner,  they  made 
?  an  unprovoked  afifault"  on  his  Majefty's 
troops,  by  firing  first  upon  them,  and  kil- 
ling fome,  and  wounding  many. 

The  audacity  of  the  Congrefs,  in  afferting 
falsehoods,  demands  a  brief  detail  of  the 
truth.  General  Gage,  having  been  informed 
that  arms,  ammunition,  cannon,  and  other 
implements  of  war,  had  been  colle&ed  in  the 
town  of  Concord,  ordered  a  detachment  of 
the  Army  to  march  with  all  poffible  fecrecy  to 
that  place.  He  gave  orders  to  the  detach- 
ment, to  obferve  the  mod  ftri£t  difcipline, 
and  to  relent  no  infults  offered  them  by  the 
country  people^  except  a&ual  hoflilities.    The 
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General's  orders  were,  in  truth,  too  implicitly 
obferved.  I  here  was  not  one  loaded  mus- 
quet  in  the  whole  detachment,  except  thofe 
in  the  hands  of  fifty  Marines,  who  formed 
the  van,  when  they  were  fired  upon,  by  the 
country  people,  at  Lexington.  1  he  affidavits 
of  the  rel'ds,  on  this  fubjeft,  are  impositions 
and  perjuries.  There  is  not  a  man,  whether 
officer  or  foldier,  in  the  whole  detachment, 
confiding  of  800  men,  but  is  ready,  in  the 
mod  folemn  manner,  to  atteft  the  truth  of 
this  faft. 

It  were  to  be  wifhed,  for  the  honour  of  the 
infurgents,  that  their  barbarous  cruelty 
to  the  wounded  foldiers,  were  more  proble- 
matical than  their  firing  first  on  the  King's 
troops.  The  foldiers  who  fell  by  the  firit  fire 
of  the  rebels,  were  found  fcalped,  when  the 
detachment  returned  from  Concord  to  Lex- 
ington Bridge.  Two  foldiers  who  lay  wound- 
ed on  the  field,  and  had  been  fcalped  by  the 
lavage  Provincials,  were  ftill  breathing.  They 
appeared,  by  the  traces  of  blood,  to  have 
roiled  in  the  agonies  of  this  horrid  fpecies  of 
death,  feveral  yards  from  the  place  where 
thev  had  been  fcalped  Near  thefe  unfortu- 
nate  men,  another  dreadful  object  prefented 
itfelf.  A  foldier  who  had  been  flightly  wound- 
ed, appeared  with  his  eyes  torn  out  of  their 
fockets,  by  the  barbarous  mode  of  googing, 
a  word  and  practice  peculiar  to  the  Americans. 
Humanity  forbids  us  to  dwell  longer  on  this 
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fcene  of  horror.  The  rebels,  to  break  the 
force  of  accufation,  began  to  recriminate. 
They  laid  feveral  inftances  of  wanton  cruelty 
to  the  charge  of  the  troops  ;  yet  nothing  is 
better  afcertained,  than  that  not  one  of  the 
fokliers  ever  quitted  the  road,  either  upon 
their  march  or  return  from  Concord. 

The  Congrefs  ftigmatize  the  expedition  to 
Lexington  and  Concord,  with  the  epithets  of 
"  an  unprovoked  and  wanton  affauk."  Was 
the  colletimg  warlike  implements  at  Concord, 
railing  men  throughout  the  Province,  difci- 
plining  troops  in  every  diftricl,  forming  maga- 
zines, purchafing  ammunition,  and  preparing 
arms,  no  provocation  ?  Were  not  the  whole 
Country  affembled  before  they  knew  of  this 
expedition  ?  And  was  not  their  being  fo  com- 
pletely provided  with  the  means  of  repelling 
hoftilities,  a  fufficient  proof,  that  they  had 
previoufly  refolved  to  commence  them?  Could 
ten  thousand  men,  the  number  that  at- 
tacked (though  at  a  prudent  diftance)  the 
troops  on  their  retreat,  have  been  collected 
by  accident,  or  called  together  by  a  fudden 
alarm  ?  Are  not  the  Congrefs  confcious  to 
themfelves,  and  was  not  General  Gage  fuffi- 
ciently  apprized,  that  the  people  of  Maifachu- 
fettVBay  had  determined  to  begin  hoftilities, 
had  the  expedition  to  Concord  never  happen- 
ed ?  The  truth  is,  the  march  of  the  troops 
had  only  haftened  the  execution  of  the  plan 
of  rebellion  fettled  before  in  the  fecret  Coun- 
cils of  the  Provincial  Congrefs. 

The 
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The  aflertions  of  the  Congrefs  concerning 
tranfa&ions  within  the  town  of  Boflon,  are 
as  utterly  devoid  of  truth,  as  their  account  of 
what  happened  in  the  country.  The  hoftile 
intentions  of  thofe  within,  were  as  apparent 
as  the  rebellion  of  their  brethren  without  was 
certain.  The  great  law  of  felf-defence  muft 
therefore  have  juftified  General  Gage  for  ha^ 
ving  deprived  the  former  of  arms,  which  they 
almoft  avowedly  intended  to  raife  againft  all 
legal  authority.  After  the  fkirmifh  at  Lexing- 
ton and  Concord,  all  fupplies  from  the  coun- 
try were  cut  oft'  from  the  town  of  Bofton. 
Manv  of  the  inhabitants  defired  to  remove, 
with  their  effects.  Their  requeft  was  grant- 
ed ;  but  it  was  at  the  fame  time  demanded* 
that  they  fhould  deliver  up  their  arms;  This 
was,  at  firlt,  approved  by  all  ;  but  great  cla- 
mours foon  after  followed.  Such  of  the  inha- 
bitants as  were  well  affefted,  or  pretended  to 
be  well  affe&ed  to  Government,  alledged, 
that  none  but  the  ill-inclined  fhewed  any  de- 
fire  to  remove  ;  and  that  when  they  fhould 
become  fafe  with  their  effefts,  the  town  would 
be  fet  on  fire.  A  great  demur  having  alfo 
arifen  about  the  meaning  of  the  word  effects, 
whether  merchandise  was  included;  and  the 
General  being  likewife  fenfible,  that  the  per- 
mitting articles  of  that  kind  to  be  carried  to 
the  rebels,  might  flrengthen  them  in  their  re- 
fiftance  ;  he  retained  the  goods.  But  they 
are  Hill  fafely  kept  for  the  owners,  fhould  they 
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either  continue  faithful,  or  feize  his  Majefty's 
mercy,  and  return  to  their  duty* 

The  next  paragraph  of  the  Declaration,  as 
it  is  not  fupported  by  truth,  is  addreffed  to 
the  paffions.  The  Congrefs  complain,  with 
an  attempt  at  the  pathos,  "  of  the  feparation 
"  of  wives  from  their  hufbands,  children 
"  from  their  parents,  and  the  aged  and  fick 
"  from  their  relations  and  friends/ '  But  is 
it  not  notorious  to  the  whole  world,  that  this 
separation,  which  the  Congrefs  affeft  to 
lament,  was  the  neceffary  confcquence  of  the 
rebellion  of  their  countrymen  ?  Did  they  not 
furround  the  town  of  Bofton,  with  an  armed 
force,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  deftroy- 
ing  his  Majefty's  forces,  Generals,  and  Go- 
vernor ?  And  were  the  gates  to  be  left  open 
M  to  let  ruin  enter  ? "  as  one  of  their  own 
writers  expreffes  himfelf.  Have  the  people  of 
Bofton  fuffered  more  hardfliips  than  the  inha- 
bitants of  befieged  towns  ufually  fuffer?  Have 
they  not  even  fuffered  fewer  reftraints  than 
men  in  their  fituation  had  reafon  to  expe£l  ? 
Was  not  Dr.  Warren,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Provincial  Congrefs,  a  notorious  abettor  of 
the  infurre&ion,  a  nominal  General  in  a 
rebel  army,  permitted  to  come  into  Bofton, 
under  pretence  of  vifiting  a  fick  friend,  on 
the  day  preceding  the  aftion  on  BunkerVhill, 
where  he  was  killed  in  arms  againft  his  King 
and  Country?  Is  this  a  mark  of  thofe  cruel 
reftraints,    thofe  melancholy  feparations,    of 

which 


I    6t     1 

which  the  Congrefs  complain?  But  thei& 
bufinefs  is  to  engage  the  paffions,  where  they 
can  make  no  impreflion  with  their  arguments. 

In  the  next  paragraph  of  their  Declaration, 
the  Congrefs,  with  their  ufual  want  of  impar- 
tiality and  fairnefs,  mention  the  consequen- 
ces of  their  own  rebellion,  as  the  caufe  of 
their  taking  up  arms.  They  obferve,  that 
General  Gage  iffued  a  Proclamation,  "  de- 
4C  daring  all  the  inhabitants  of  MaffachufettV 
"  Bay  rebels,  fufpending  the  courfe  of  the 
tc  Common  Law,  and  publilhing  inftead  there- 
*'  of  the  ufe  and  exercife  of  the  Law  Mar«- 
"  tial  V*  But,  did  he  declare  them  rebels 
till  they  had  attacked  his  Majefty's  troops, 
feized  his  forts  and  garrifons,  befieged  his 
army  in  the  capital  of  the  Province,  and  not 
only  interrupted  the  common  courfe  of  juf- 
tice,  but  even  totally  annihilated  all  legal  au- 
thority ?  It  is  with  peculiar  effrontery,  that 
the  Congrefs  number  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
common  courfe  of  juftice  among  their  griev- 
ances, after  all  law  and  order  had  been  trod- 
den under  foot  by  their  own  countrymen. 

With  the  fame  degree  of  arrogant  folly  the 
Congrefs  complain,  that  "  their  countrymen 
"  were  killed  on  BunkerVhill,  that  Charles- 
<c  town  was  burnt  to  the  ground,  that  their 
u  fhips    and  veflels  have   been  feized,    that 

*  This  he  was  authorifed  to  do,  as  civil  Governor, 
by  a  law  paffed  in  the  province,  many  years  ago. 
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cc  their  fupplics  of  provifions  have  been  in- 
"  tcrcepted,  that  General  Carleton  is  infti- 
"  gating  the  Canadians  and  Indians  againft 
"  them,  and  that  domeftic  enemies  are  en- 
C€  couraged  to  attack  them."  All  thefe  things 
may  certainly  have  happened  ;  but  have  they 
not  happened  in  confequence  of  their  own  re- 
bellion  ?  Have  they  a  right  to  attack  others, 
and  have  others  no  right  to  defend  them- 
felves  ?  Do  the  inhabitants  of  Maflachufett's- 
Bay  think,  that  as  they  have  broken  through 
all  the  ties  that  bind  the  fubje£t  to  the  Sove- 
reign, the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations  ought 
alfo  to  be  fufpended  to  gratify  their  ambition, 
to  flatter  their  folly,  and  favour  their  extrava- 
gant fchemes  of  independence  ?  To  the  above 
imaginary  catalogue  of  American  grievances, 
may  be  oppofed  the  juft  complaints  of  Great- 
Britain.  Have  not  the  rebels  carried  their 
hoftilities  to  every  corner  againft  the  Parent- 
State,  that  firft  gave  them  exiftence,  and 
reared  them  to  profperity  ?  Have  they  not  at- 
tacked her  troops  at  Lexington  and  at  Con- 
cord, fired  upon  Bofton,  burnt  the  Light- 
houfe,  taken  Ticonderago  and  Crown  Point, 
and  even  penetrated  into  Canada?  And  have 
they  not  ufed  every  artifice  to  inftigate  the 
Savages  to  make  war  on  their  Sovereign  and 
Mother-Country  I  Almoft  all  thefe  injuries 
preceded  the  juft  exertions  of  this  Kingdom 
to  puniih  their  rebellion. 

The 
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The  conclufion  of  the  Declaration,  though 
laboured,  contains  nothing  but  empty  decla- 
mation, and  therefore  merits  little  notice. 
The  lame  difregard  to  truth,  or  rather  the 
fame  attention  to  mifreprefentation,  which 
diftinguiihes  the  reft  of  that  ftrange  compe- 
tition, is  carried  down  to  the  end.  They  al* 
ledge,  "  that  they  arc  reduced  to  the  alterna- 
u  tive  of  chufing  an  uncondi  monal  fub- 
j*  million  to  tyranny,  or  refiftance  by  force/* 
The  Congrefs  furely  forget,  or  it  {hits  trejr 
purpofe  to  pafs  over  in  filence,  the  favourable 
(perhaps  too  favourable)  conditions  offered 
to  them,  by  the  Refolution  of  the  Commons, 
in  the  month  of  February  hift.  The  terms 
couched  in  that  Refolutitm  were  fo  obvioufly 
advantageous  to  America,  that  the  Oppofniou 
in  Parliament  declared  them  insidious;  or, 
in  other  words,  kC  too  good  to  be  fincere." 
An  amicable  fettlement  had  ceafed  to  have 
been  an  object  with  the  Demagogues  abroad; 
and  it  would  have  ruined  the  fchemes  of  the 
Faftion  at  home.  i  he  former  derived 
their  influence,  confequence,  and  power,  from 
anarchy  and  confufion  :  they  could  exift  on- 
ly in  a  Jtqrm  ;  the  restoration  of  peace  and 
tranquillity  mult  have  r  duccd  thkm  to  tin  ir 
i  original  infignificance ;  and  as  for  the  latter, 
rendered  deiprrate  by  difappointtd  ambition, 
they  would  not  hefitatc  to  ruin  their  Country, 
to  procure  the  fail  of  their  rivals. 

G  2  Such 
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Such  being  the  ftate  of  opinions  among  the 
leaders  of  Faction  on  both  fides  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, "  reiiftance  by  force  became  naturally 
•*  the  choice  of  the  Congrefs."  To  deceive 
an  unhappy  people,  over  whofe  minds  they 
had  eftablifhed  a  temporary  dominion,  they 
boaft  of  "  their  perfect  union,  and  their  great 
M  internal  refources  ;  and  that  foreign  a£- 
"  flftance  is  attainable."  As  to  the  firit,  we 
have  no  reafon  to  give  it  implicit  credit.  The 
fhew  of  unanimity,  which  now  fubfifts  in  Ame- 
rica, appears,  from  undoubted  information, 
to  be  the  effett  of  fear,  more  than  any  love 
for  the  defperate  caufe  of  the  rebels.  Men  of 
property  are,  from  intereft,  enemies  to  confu- 
fion  ;  and  the  intelligent,  forefeeing  the  ine- 
vitable iffue  of  hofhlities  againft  the  invinci- 
ble power  of  a  mighty  Empire,  are  averfe  to 
a  conteil,  that,  en  the  fide  of  the  Americans, 
mull  terminate  in  ruin.  Put  both  are  terrir 
tied  into  filence  by  the  tyranny  of  a  milled 
rabble;  or  their  still  voice  rs  drowned  in 
the  clamours  of  Facrtion  and  tumult  of  Party. 

The  internal  resources  of  the  Ameri- 
cans are  as  problematical,  as  their  unanimity 
in  rebellion.  Confiil  thefe  mighty  refources 
in  a  wretched  Paper-currency  #,  eftablifhed  on 
/  no- 

*  Thefe  Pap  fr-  Re  sources  have  been  very  liberal- 
ly exerted  by  the  Colonics,  in  the  couife  of  the  year 
1775.  Befides  the  fums  voted  by  the  General  Con- 
grefs,  the  Provincial  Congreffes  have  granted  large 
fubfidies,  for  fupporting  their  refpeclive  oppofition  to 
Great-Britain.     By  the  aioft  authentic  accounts,  the 
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no  oftenfible  fund  of  credit;  and  voted  by  an 
illegal  Affembly,  whofe  authority  is  feeble,  en 
account  of  its  novelty,  and  tranfitory,  as  it 
arifes  from  temporary  prejudices  ?  Should 
force,  or  even  folly,  (lamp  a  domeitic  value 
on  the  pajieboard  dollars  or  the  Congrefs,  what 
foreign  nation  will  receive  them  for  its  manu- 
fa&ures  and  commodities?  Are  the  Americans 
themfelves  capable  of  furniihing  all  the  great 
implements  neceffary  for  the  profecution  of 
war?  Can  they  fupply  their  armies  with  tents, 
with  powder,  with  cannon,  or  with  mufquets? 
Is  any  one  of  thefe  articles  manufactured  in  a 
fufficient  quantity  in  America?  And  how  can 
they  be  procured  in  Europe,  with  the  wretch- 
ed currency  of  the  General  Congrefs? 

The  Colonics,  had  not  reafon  been  warped 
by  prejudice  in  every  part  of  their  conduit, 
might  have  forefeen,  that  their  commencing  a 

following  Colonies  have   raifed  the  fums  annexed  to 

each. 

Currency.  Sterling. 

Georgia     *•»-.--     *  .  ^.   10,000 

South- Carolina,     -    £.  1,000,000  or     150,000 

North-Carolina      -        -       50,000  or       30.000 

Virginia 350,000  or     280  000 

Maryland     -  100,000  — - 

Rhode-  Ifland  -     -      xoo,os>o  or       75,000 

I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  authentic  Intel- 
ligence concerning  the  fums  railed  in  the  other  Colonies. 
I  may  venture,  however,  to  affirm,  that  the  rebellious 
Provinces  have  raifed,  in  fc&e  courfe  of  this  year,  a  fum 
■equal  to  the  amount  of  their  whole  taxes  (iVovincui 
as  well  as  Parliamentary)  in  se ven  yeahs. 

G  3  war 
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war  deprived  them  inftantly  of  the  refources 
for  carrying  it  on.  Their  whole  Coaft  is^ 
lined,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  at  this  very ■  moment,. 
with  our  fhips  of  war,  to  put  a  total  flop  to 
their  Commerce.-  They  have,  therefore,  lolt 
at  one  ftroke  their  whole  trade  in  Corn  and* 
Rice,  with  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  which,  at  a  moderate  computation, 
brought  annually  One  Million  Five  Hundred 
Thoufand  Pounds  to  North  America.  They 
have  loll  the  fupplying  our  own  Weft- India 
lilands,  as  well  as  thofe  of  other  nations,  with 
provisions  ;  a  branch  of  Commerce  eftimated 
little  fhort  of  a  Million  annually.  They  have 
loft  their  Fifliery,  an  article  too  great  for 
computation  ;  and  they  have  loll  the  exporta- 
tion to  Great-Britain  of  commodities  which 
would  not- have  anfwered  in  any  other  mar- 
ket, had  the  fea  remained  open  to  their  Na- 
vigation. 

But  if  the  Americans  have  little  reafon  to 
depend  on  domestic  resources,  they  have 
itill  lefs  to  hope,  from  foreign  aid.  Will 
France,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  her  finances, 
involve  herfclf  in  a  ruinous  and  expenfive 
war,  to  gratify  the  revenge  ot  a  Faflion  in 
this  Country,  or  to  favour  the  ambition  of 
Demagogues  beyond  the  Atlantic?  Will  Spain 
give  her  affiftance  to  raife  an  independent 
Empire  in  America?  Will  fhe  encourage 
her  own  American  fubjects  to  rife  againil  her 
authority,  by  abetting  the  rebellion  of  the 
American   fubje&s   of    Great-Britain  ?     Can 
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either  branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourboft  be 
fo  blind  to  its  own  intereit,  as  to  wifh  to  fee 
a  Sovereign.  State  erefted  lb  near  its  fettle- 
ments,  which,  from  their  proximity,  their 
produce,  and  their  wealth,  muft,  in  fuch, 
a  cafe,  become  objefts  of  invafion,  depreda- 
tion, and  conqueft  ?  What  has  either  France 
or  Spain  to  fear  from  this  kingdom,  whole 
intereft  confifts  folely  in  preferring  what  fhe 
has  already  acquired?.  But  have  not  bo»h 
everything  to  fear,  fhould  a  new  Sovereignty 
flart  up  in  America,  in  which  a  want  of  re- 
sources would,  in  fome  degree,  juftify  the 
providing  itfelf  at  the  expence  of  wealthy 
neighbours  ?; 

Having  endeavoured  to  terrify  Great-Bri- 
tain with  their  domestic  refources  and  fo- 
r  eign  aids ;  the  Congrefs  thinking,,  perhaps,, 
they  had  g;one  too.  far,- conclude  with  aifa- 
rances,  that  "■  they  have  not  ykt  determin- 
**  ed  to  diifolve  their  union  with  the  Mother- 
"  Country."  But  that  uni.n,  it  appears 
from  the  fequel,  muft  not:  be  conlhued  into* 
subordination,  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri- 
cans. The  general  fupremacy  of  the  Legiila--. 
ture,  which,  by  pervading  the  whole  Britifh 
Empire,  renders  it  on<i  State,  muft  not,  it 
feems,  crofs  the  Atlantic,  but  in  fuch  propoiv 
tions  as  may  fuit  the  inclinations  of  the  Con- 
grefs. "  i  hly  have  taken  up  arms,"  as  they 
openly  avow,  '*'  again!!  that  Supremacy  ;" 
and  "  they  will  .not  lay  them  down  till  hoitt- 
"  lities  [hall  ceaie  on  the  part  of  Great-Bri- 

"  tain/' 
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*  tain."  This  is  the  Ultimatum  offered  by 
the  Congrefs :  Withdraw  your  armies,  recal 
your  fleets,  and  you  may  have  peace  from  the 
Americans ;  for,  as  "  they  fight  not  for  con* 
"  queft,"  they  do  not  yet  mean  to  transfer 
hoftilities  into  the  heart  of  thefe  kingdoms ! 

The  haughty  Monarch,  who  dreamt  of  uni- 
verfal  monarchy  in  the  laft  century,  could 
fcarcely  have  expreffed  Jiimfelf  in  more  in* 
Folent  terms  to  the  petty  Princes  furrounding 
his  dominions,  than  the  Congrefs  have  done 
to  the  powerful  Empire  to  which  they  owe 
the  allegiance  of  fubjecis.  Some  allowance 
ought  to  be  made  for  their  ignorance,  and 
a  great  deal  for  the  petulance  of  men  new 
to  confequence  and  authority  ;  but,  even  in 
that  cafe,  the  infolence  of  the  Declaration  is 
calculated  to  raife  indignation,  as  well  as 
contempt.  The  Congrefs,  however,  are  only 
the  echoes  of  a  dclperate  Faction  in  this 
Kingdom,  who  have  uniformly,  in  their  pub* 
lie  exhibitions,  degraded  the  lirength,  power, 
and  authority  of  Great- Britain  to  exalt  Ame- 
rica on  the  ruins.  With  an  effrontery  without 
example  in  any  other  age  or  nation,  these 
men  affume  the  name  of  Patriots,  yet  lay  the 
honour,  dignity,  and  reputation  of  their 
Country,  under  the  feet  of  her  rebellious  fub- 
jects.  With  a  peculiar  refinement  on  Parri- 
cide, they  bind  the  hands  of  the  Mother, 
while  they  plant  a  dagger  in  thofe  of  the 
Daughter,  to  (tab  her  to  the  heart;  and, 
to  iinifh  the  horrid  picture,  they  frnilc  at  the 
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mifchief  they  have  done,  and  look  round  to 
the  fpedators  for  applaufe. 

It  appears,  upon  the  whole,  that  the  Decla- 
ration, which  ought  to  contain  all  the  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  the  Americans,  contains, 
in  faft,  nothing  that  does  not  militate  againft 
their  caufe.  The  right  of  taxing  all  the  fub- 
je£ts  of  the  Empire,  for  the  general  fupport  of 
the  State,  is  a  part  of  that  Supremacy,  which 
the  firft  principles  of  the  Conflitution  have 
vefled  in  the  Britifn  Legillature.  This  Supre- 
macy has  been  exerted  by  Parliament,  and 
admitted  by  the  Americans,  ever  fince  theit 
anceftors  migrated  from  thefe  kingdoms.  If 
they  now  deny  it,  by  that  very  act  they  ceafe. 
to  be  fubjeSs,  and  become  rebels.  But  grant- 
ing, for  the  fake  of  argument,  that  Taxation 
is  no  part  of  the  fupremacy  of  Parliament,  the 
very  conduct  of  the  Americans  not  only  jufti- 
fies,  but  even  renders  it  abfolutely  neceflary, 
that  a  precedent  (hould  be  made.  They  own, 
4C  that  their  internal  refources  are  great. ,r 
The  inability  of  contributing  to  the  necefnties 
of  a  State,  from  whom  they  have  derived 
their  origin,  their  fupport,  their  protection* 
and  their  profperity,  is  no  longer  a  pretence; 
and,  if  they  will  give  no  revenue  as  fubjects, 
they  owe  a  debt  as  allies.  They  affeft  to 
maintain  armies  by  land ;  they  threaten  to  fend 
fleets  to  fea;  they  alledge,  that  their  refources 
are  capable  of  fupporting  a  rebellion  againft 
the  Mother-Country;  yet  they  juiTify  that  re- 
bellion by  the  demand  made  by  the  Mother- 

Country,, 
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Country,  far  their  bearing  a  part  of  their  own 

FUTURE    EXPEN  CE>. 

That  the  former  expences  of  America 
have  drawn  from  Great-Britain  an  incredible 
treafure,  may  be  feen  from  the  following  au- 
thentic eliimate.  We  fhall  begin  this  cftimate 
with  the  acceffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover 
to  the  Throne  of  thefe  Kingdoms 

From  the  year  1714  to  the  year  £•  /.     d. 

1775,  the  money  voted  by  Par- 

.  liament,  for  the  forces  employ- 
ed in  defence  of  the  Colonies, 

amounts  to         -         -  -         8,779,925      3   nf 

"fSntn-ts  in  Parliament,  for  rewards, 
encouragement,  and  indemnifi- 
cation to  the  Americans,  dur- 
ing the  laft  war,  -  -  1,081,771    11      9* 

Bounties  on  American  commodi- 
ties to  the  end  of  1774,      *      '     1 '609,345     3     9^ 

Sums,  granted  to  the  Colonies, 
for  the  fupport  of  their  Civil 
Government  and  Provincial 
Forces,  -  3*835,90©      7     4x 

Extraordinary  expences  for  forts, 
garriions,  ordnance  (lores, 
transports,  carriages,  provi- 
lions,  may  be  eitimated  equal 
to  the  expences  of  the  forces,         8,779,925      3    Ilj 

Expeiices  of  fleets  and  naval  fta- 
tioi)S,  employed  and  eitabhJhed 
in  America  for  its  defence,  may 
be  eitimated  at  io,oco,oco  00  00 

Annual  presents  to  the  American 

Indians,    for    abfWining    from 

...  .    •  ^ 

hostilities  ag;:-rinit  the  Colonies, 

and  {<a-  the  cellmn  of  lands,       -     610,000  00  00 

34.697,142     IG     lOj- 

To 
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To  this  amazing  fum  might  be  added,  by 
implication,  the  other  cxpences  of  the  two  lail 
wars.     The  jpofcaau   of  thofe  wars  was  un- 
dertaken for  the  protedton  of  the  Americaa 
Commerce,  or  rather  American  smuggling, 
to  the  Spanifh  Colonies.  We  entered  into  the 
latter  for  the  defence  of  the  Colonifts;  we 
carried  it  on  for  their  fecurity ;  and  terminat- 
ed it  for  vheir  s  b  \  e  advantage.     1  he  two  laft 
Wars  have  coft  this  Country,  at  a  moderate 
computation,     one    hundred    and    fifty 
millions.     To  this  extraordinary  wafte  of 
tfcafure,  what  have  the  Colonies  to  oppofe  to 
balance  the  account  ?  Is  it   a  languid  Com- 
merce, which  fcarcely  makes  its  returns  once 
in  three  years  ? 

We  have  heard  much  (indeed,  a  great  deal' 
too  much)  of  this  Commerce  from  fadious 
men  on  both  (ides  of  the  Atlantic.  This  is 
the  mighty  engine  which  they  wield  over 
the  heads  of  the  ignorant ;  the  great  bug- 
bear with  which  they  terrify  the  timid.  To 
eftimate  the  value  of  the  American  trade  with 
any  degree  of  precifion,  is  impoffible.  The 
accounts  kept  in  the  Cuftom-houfe  are  no 
authorities.  When  exports  pay  no  duty,  a 
door  is  opened  to  falfe  entries.  Tfie  vanity 
of  fome  Merchants,  the  intereft  of  others, 
too  frequently  induce  them  to  magnify,  be- 
yond meafure,  the  quantity  of  their  export 
trade.  Befides,  the  mercantile  abettors  of 
American  refiftance  thought  they  ferved  the 

Colonies, 
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Colonics,  whilft  they  gratified  their  own  pri- 
vate views.  We  may  conclude,  that  the 
Commerce  with  North-xlmerica  has  been 
greatly  over-rated,  as  the  total  Loss  of  it 
lias  wt  affeCted  this  Kingdom.  We  ought, 
perhaps,  to  afcribe  to  its  insignificance 
-what  we  are  taught  to  attribute  to  an  in- 
crease in  other  channels  of  trade. 

Like  all  monopolies,  the  Commerce  with 
North-America,  fuch  as  it  has  been,  was 
much  more  profitable  to  the  Merchant,  than 
advantageous  to  the  Manufacturer.  One-third 
of  this  commerce  with  any  flale  in  Europe 
(from  Xvhich  the  returns  are  annual)  would 
have  brought  equal  profit  to  the  manufactur- 
er, and  would  have  enabled  him  to  employ  an 
equal  number  of  hands.  Political  impoftors 
will  not  fail  to  advance  magnificent  fictions 
on  this  head,  and  the  ignorant  cannot  ceafe  to 
give  them  credit.  On  a  fubj^ft  where  proofs 
are  fo  difficult  to  be  obtained,  one  may  ha- 
zard a  conjefture.  The  money  expended  by 
this  Nation  upojn  America,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  her  inhabitants  and  the  encou- 
ragement of  her  Commerce,  would  have 
been  more  than  fufficient  to  purchafe  all  the 
manufa&ures  ever  exported  from  Great-Bri- 
tain to  the  Colonies  now  in  rebellion.  I  mean 
not  to  include,  in  this  conjectural  eftimate, 
any  fums  expended  by  us  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world  during  the  two  lad  (truly 
American)  Wars. 

The 
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The  Americans,  with  a  degree  of  folly 
fcarce  excufablc  in  the  moil  confummate 
ignorance,  claim  a  merit  with  Great-Britain, 
for  the  revenue  arifing  from  impoifs  laid  up- 
on fome  of  their  commodities  in  this  King- 
dom. The  chief  of  thefe  are  Rice  and  To- 
bacco. The  Revenue  arifing  from  Rice  is  fo 
infignificant  that  it  fcarce  deferves  to  be  men- 
tioned. It  never  amounted,  at  the  higheft 
computation,  to  ten  thoufand  pounds  in  any- 
one year.  Tobacco,  when  re-exported,  pays 
no  duty ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  great  doubt, 
whether  the  frauds  committed  in  the  draw- 
backs may  not  nearly  balance  the  oftenfible 
Revenue  arifing  to  the  (late  from  the  home 
confumption. 

But,  granting  a  great  Revenue  fhould  arife 
from  Rice  and  Tobacco  to  the  State,  what 
favour  do  we  owe  to  our  Colonies  on  that 
head?  That  Revenue  is  paid  by  ourselves. 
The  Tax  is  on  the  Confumer,  and  not  upon 
the  Planter.  Should  Siberia  fupply  us  with 
Rice  and  Tobacco,  the  price  would  not  pro- 
bably be  greater  to  the  Confumer,  nor  the 
Revenue  lefs  to  the  State.  If  the  Americans 
claim  any  merit  from  thofe  Taxes,  what  do 
we  not  owe  to  the  Emperor  of  China? 
The  Revenue  from  Tea  is  much  more  con- 
fiderable  than  that  from  Rice  and  Tobacco. 
A  Congrefs  at  Pekin  might  accufe  us  of  in- 
gratitude on  this  fubjeft,  with  as  much  juf- 
tice  as  the  Aflembly  lately  fitting  at  Phila- 
dephia. 

H  It 
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It  is  evident,  from  the  above  ftate  of  fa&s, 
that  the  Colonies  have  no  claim  to  an  exemp- 
tion from  Taxation,  on  account  of  any  ad- 
vantage that  has  accrued  to  this  country  from 
their  commerce.  But  Taxation  has  now  ceaf- 
ed  to  be  any  part  of  the  difpute.  It  goes  to 
the  whole  authority  of  the  Mother-Country. 
The  Americans  offer  no  longer  the  very  name 
of  Obedience.  But  why  fhouid  1  fpeak  o$ 
Obedience?  This  very  Congress,  whofe 
Declaration  is  the  fubject  of  this  difquifuion, 
have  paffed  a  Vote  of  Independence  *. 
They  have  long  a£led  as  rebels,  they  now 
affeft  to  contend  as  enemies.  Their  abettors 
in  this  kingdom  are  no  ftrangers  to  this  cir^ 
cumftance  ;  yet  they  dignify  avowed  rebel- 
lion with  the  title  of  "  a  glorious  strug- 

"    GLE   FOR    FREEDOM." 

Such  is  the  conduct  of  the  Americans,  to 
which   that   of  Great  Britain  has  all   along 

*  When  this  Vote  was  carried,  the  Provinces  flood  as 
follows  : 
for  Independence.  Againjl  it. 

Maflachufet's  Bay  New  York 

Connecticut  New  Jerfey 

New  Hamplhire  Lower  Counties 

Pennfylvania  North  Carolina 

Virginia  Maryland. 

South  Carolina 
Rhode  liland. 

This  was  the  State  of  the  Vote,  on  the  firft  day* 
But,  on  the  fecond  day,  Mr.  Dickenfon,  after  re- 
flection on  his  pillow,  retracted,  and  carried  oif 
the  Pennfylvania  Delegates.  There  being  then  an  e- 
quality  of  voices,  the  queftion  went  off,  for  the  time. 

formed 
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formed  a  ftrifctng  contrail.  With  the  indul- 
gence and  patience  of  a  Parent,  fee  foothed, 
Mattered,  and  even  courted  them  to  a  recon- 
ciliation. In  pity  to  the  weaknefs,  in  condc- 
fcenfion  to  the  folly,  in  confederation  to  the 
prejudices  of  a  [reward  child,  ihe  held  out.  the 
olive-branch,  when  ihe  ought,  perhaps,  to  have 
Wretched  forth  the  rod  of  correction.  Her 
pity,  her  kindnefs,  and  affection,  were  loft 
upon  the  Americans.  They  advanced  rapidly 
from  claim  to  claim,  and  condrued  her  for- 
bearance into  timidity.  Each  Aft  that  was 
repealed  furnifhed  a  fubject  for  triumph,  and 
not  an  object  for  gratitude.  Each  conceilion 
became  the  foundation  of  fome  new  demand, 
till,  at  length,  by  affummg  all  to  themfelves 
by  rebellion,  they  left  the  Modier-Country 
nothing  to  bellow. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  Great-Britain 
mud  purfue  one  of  two  lines  of  conduct,  with 
regard  to  her  refractory  Colonies.  She  muft 
cither  put  up  with  the  \qQ  of  ale  her  ex- 
pence,  and  emancipate  them  for  ever,  or  re- 
duce them  to  that  irate  of  dependence  which 
fubjects  owe  to  the  fupremc  authority  in  every 
Empire.  As  the  latter  line  muft  of  necefiity 
be  purfued,  it  ought  to  be  purlued  with  a 
mixture  of  fpirit  and  prudence.  To  be  in 
every  refpect  in  a  condition  to  force  equitable 
terms.,  is  the  beft  fecurity  lor  their  being  yo- 
lunrarily  offered.  But  fhould  terms  be  offered 
by  the  rebels,  the  Rights  of  this  Countky 
mud  be  more  regarded  in  the  accomrnoda- 
H  2  tion, 
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lion,  than  the  claims  of  America.  To  per- 
mit the  Colonies  to  gain  by  one  rebellion,  is 
to  fow  the  feeds  of  another.  But  if  the  Co- 
lonies, as  communities,  are  not  permitted  to 
gain  by  their  refra&ory  conduft,  I  am  far 
from  wifhing  that  individuals  (hould  lofe  any 
part  of  their  rights  as  Britifn  fubjecls. 

To  propofe  a  plan  to  the  Americans,  in 
their  prefent  political  frenzy,  would  be  to 
fpeak  to  the  winds.  To  make  them  left  free 
than  the  other  fubjc6Ts  of  the  State,  can  never 
be  the  defign  of  this  Country.  To  obtain 
greater  privileges,  can  fcarcely  be  their  own 
defign.  If  they  are  not  madly  bent  on  inde- 
pendence, let  them  propofe  the  conditions  on 
which  they  wifli  to  continue  fubjecls.  But  if 
they  are  to  continue  fubjecls,  they  muft  per- 
furrn  their  duty  as  fuch,  and  contribute  to- 
ward the  expence  of  the  State,  for  the  gene- 
ral protection.  The  Legiilature  of  this  King- 
dom cannot  pollibly  relinquifli  any  part  of  its 
fupremacy  over  the  Colonies ;  but  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Colonies  to  {hare  in  that  fupre- 
macy. If  they  complain  of  being  taxed  with- 
out having  the  privilege  of  fending  Members 
to  Parliament,  let  them  be  represented.  Nay, 
more:  let  their  reprefentation  iucreafe  in  pro 
portion  to  the  Revenue  they  (hall  furnifh.  If 
they  wifh  rather  to  vote  their  quota  towards 
the  general  fupply,  through  their  own  Gene- 
ral Courts  and  Afifemblies,  the  refolution  of 
Parliament  on  that  fubjefl  is  dill  open  to  their 
choice. 

But 
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But  as  long  as  they  a  flu  me  the  language  of 
a  Sovereign  State,  this  Kingdom  can  enter 
into  no  negotiation,  can  meet  no  comproniife. 
Nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  have  a  cha- 
racter, a  certain  dignity,  which  they  rnuft 
preferve  at  the  rifque  of  their  exiftence. 
Great-Britain  has  obeyed  the  dictates  of  hu- 
manity beyond  the  limits  prefcribed  by  her 
reputation.  To  tempt  her  further  is  full  of 
peril,  as  her  indignation  begins  to  rife.  She 
has  long  had  reafon  to  complain  of  American 
ingratitude  ;  and  ihc  will  not  bear  longer  with 
American  injuftice.  The  dangerous  relent- 
ment  of  a  great  people  is  ready  to  burft  forth. 
They  already  begin  to  afk,  with  vehemence, 
Is  this  the  return  we  ought  to  expect  from 
Colonies,  whom  with  parental  indulgence  we 
have  cherilhed  in  infancv,  protected  in  youth, 
and  reared  to  manhood  ?  Have  we  fpent  in 
their  caufe  fo  much  treafure,  and  have  they 
the  ingratitude  to  refufe  to  bear  a  fmall  por- 
tion of  our  burdens  ?  Have  we  fpilt  fo  much 
of  the  blood  of  their  enemies,  and  do  they 
repay  us  by  imbruing  their  hands  in  our  own? 
The  law  of  God  and  of  Nature  is  on  the  fide 
of  an  indulgent  Parent,  againft  an  undutiful 
Child  \  and  fhould  neceffary  correftion  render 
him  incapable  of  future  offence,  he  has  only 
his  own  obftinacy  and  folly  to  blame. 


H  3  4n 
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An  Account  of  Money  Voted  for  the  Forces 
employed  in  the  Defence  of  America  fince 
*/>£  Accession  of 'the  Family  0/  Hano- 
ver; difiinguijhing  each   Tear. 


1714 
1715 
j  7 16 

1717 
1718 
1719 

1720 
1721 

1722 

1724 
1725 
1726 
1727 
1728 
1729 
.1730 

I73I 
*732 
1733 
*734 

*735 

1736 

I737 
«73« 

*739 
174® 
1741 
1742 
*743 
T744 


39*47^ 
34*742 
34»»37 
34>742 
40,283 

37*325 
37*423 
40,396 
40,396 
40,396 
40,502 
40,396 
40,396 
40,396 
40,502 
40,396 
40,396 
40,396 
40,502 
40,396 
41,041 

52,754 
52,895 

52>754 
63,026 
65,106 
73,469 

72*723 
74,027 
73,827 
8i,595 


/.  d. 

1 1  o 
14  2 

17  J°i 

14  2 

15  11 
2  1 

1  io| 
9  7 


7 
7 
8 

7 
7 

7 
8 

7 
7 

7 
8 

7 
3 
5 
8 

5 

7 
7 
n  104 

18  9 
8  9 
8  9 

19  8 


9 
9 

*7 
9 
9 
9 

*7 
9 
9 
9 

17 
9 
6 

!5 

o 

*5 

9 
19 


1,487,340  o  7! 


1745 
1746 
1747 

1748 

1649 

1750 

1751  ■ 

1752 

*753 

*7$4 

A755 
1756. 

*757 
1758 

J759 
1760 
1761 
1762 
j  763 
1764 
1765 
1766 
1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
1771 
1772 

r773 
J774 

*775 


97*739 
97,03$ 
97*038 

97*2?7 
63,002 
81,059 
81,059 
78,838 
81,059 
81,059 
81,059 
142,813 
249,854 

449*594 
445,013 
482,797 
583,892 
615,84, 
310,317 
252,093 
268,054 

268,56.5 
2:9.668 

270,666 
269,615 
259,662 

259,909 

263,660 
269,196 

247,324 

247,506 


5  5 

7  1? 

7  11 

2  6 

17 
H 
H 
18 

H 

H 

*5 

1 

4 
9 


1 
2 

7 
2 
2 
2 

3 
7 
7 

64 
i«     9 
12  11 
o     8 
15  u4 
19     9! 


*9 

I 

2 

2 

12 

3 

5 
17 

5 
•5 


9-r 

5^ 
64 
34 

f* 

i4 

64 

84 
24 
24 


7.437»236     1     7 
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The  Sams  granted  for  the  extra- 
ordinary  Expences  of  the   Ar- 

mT,  Forts,    Ordnance    Stores, 

Tranfports,    Carriages,    Provi- 

fions,    are    fo    much    difperfed 

through  the  Accounts  of  the  va- 
rious Offices,  that  it  was  found 

very  difficult,  if  not  impoifible, 

to  extra dr.  the  particulars.     The 

general  Eilimate  is     8,779,925     3    11*. 

The  fame  obfervation  may  be  made 

with  regard  to  the  Navy.     The 

Expences  of  the  Ships  employed 

in  North  America,  are  fo  much 

blended  with  the  other  Expences 

of  the  Navy,  that  it  is  irupoffi- 

ble  to  feparate   them.     At  the 

mod    moderate    Computation, 

they  may  be  eftimated  at  10,000,000     o     $ 

Money  laid  out  in  Indian  Prefents, 

in    holding  Congreffes,  and   in 

purchaiing  ceflions  of  land,  may 

be  eftimated  at  610,000     o     o 


An  Account  of  Bounties  on  American  Commodities. 

£-       s.     J. 
Bounty. on  Indico  from   1749  to 

1773  Paid  b7  Great  Britain  145,022     3     44 

Bounty  on   Hemp  and  Fiax  paid 

under  the  Adt  of  4  Geo.  III. 

ch.  26.  from  1766  to  1772         —       5,560     8     7! 
Bounty  on  Importation  of  Naval 

Stores  from  America,  purfuant 

to  the  Act  of  the  3d  of  Queen 

Anne,  from  1706  to  1729       -  430,178     4     6 

Under  the  Act  of  2d  Geo.  II.  from 

1729  to  1774  .  1,028,584     7     3 

1,609,345     3     oj 
Befides 
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Be  fides  other  Bounties  granted  on 

Raw  Silk, 

Pipe   Staves 

Hogfhead  Staves 

Barrel   Staves 

Pipe,   Hogfhead,  or  Barrel- Heading 
Total  of  Money  laid  out  by  Great 
Britain  on  the  Revolted  Provin- 
ces, fince   the  Aceeffion  of  the 
Houfe  of  Hano\er         34,697,142   10  io| 


ACTS  eftablijhing  the  SUPREMACY  2/ PARLIA- 
MENT over  AMERICA. 

1.  By  12  Ch.  II.  ch  18,  anno  1660.  Tobacco  not 
to  be  tranfported  from  America,  except  to  England,  or 
Plantations  belonging  to  his  Majefty,  under  the  penal- 
ty of  forfeiting  fnip  and  goods,  &c. 

2.  By  15  Ch.  II.  No  European  goods  to  be  im- 
ported into  any  of  the  Plantations,  except  on  Englifh- 
built  fliips,  whereof  the  matter  and  three-fourths  of  the 
men  are  Englifh. — — Duty  laid  on  fea-coals  lent  to  the 
Plantations,  by  the  ibth  feclion  of  faid  AcV  By  22  and 
23  Ch.  n.  Plantation  goods  not  to  be  carried  to  Ire- 
land, and  penalties  inflicted  for  unloading  them,  other- 
wise than  in  England. 

3.  By  25th  Ch.  II.  The  exportation  of  Plantation 
commodities  farther  retrained. 

4.  By  13  and  14  Ch  II.  fee.  12.  Same  reftraints 
extend  to  Molaffesand  Rice. 

By  7  and  8  Win.  1)1.  fee.  16.  An  act  for  preventing 
Frauds,  and  regulating  the  Plantation-trade. — Section 
15  prohibits  any  body,  claiming  lands  by  Charter  or 
Letters-patent  on  the  Continent  of  America,  from  fel- 
ling their  property  to  any  perfon,  otherwife  than  na- 
tural-born fubjecls  of  England,  Ireland,  Wales,  and 
Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  without  the  confent  of 
his  Majefty,   heirs,  and  lucceiTors. 

By  7  and  8  Wm.  III.  fee  6.  Officers  of  Cuftomsto 
have  the  fame  power  in  America,  as  in  England.- — Sec. 
9  directs,   that  all  By-laws  and  Cuftoms  in  America 

contrary 
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contrary  to  faid  Acl,  or  any  other  Acl  to  be  made  in 
England,  fiiall  be  void. 

8.  Geo.  I.  ch.  15.  fee.  24.  Furs  required  to  be 
brought  from  the  Plantations  to  Great  Britain. 

5  G.  II.  ch.  7.  Lands  in  the  Plantations  made  lia- 
ble to  the  payment  of  Debts. 

5  G.  II.  ch.  22.  Hats  not  to  be  exported  from  one 
Plantation  to  another. 

13  Geo.  II  ch.  7.  Naturalizing  all  Foreigners,  even 
Jews,  who  fhall  refide  feven  years  in  the  Colonies. 


ACTS  complained  of  by  the  AM E  R IC  A NS .      IN  Mr 

Grenville'/    A  dminljl  ration. 

4  G.    IT  I.  ch.  34.     Paper  Bills  in  the  Plantations 
declared  void. 


UNDER    the    Adminif  ration    of   Lord    Rockingham 

and  the  Duke  ^/Grafton, 

6  Geo.  III.  ch.  2.  The  Declaratory  A&  of  the  Su- 
premacy of  Great  Britain. 

7  G  III.  ch.41.  CuRoms  and  Duties  in  the  Bri- 
ll in  Colonies  put  under  the  management  of  the  Com- 
milfioners  rending  there. 


UNDE  R   the  Admimjiraiion  of  Lord  Chatham, 
and  the  Duke  ^/Grafton. 

7  Geo.  III.  ch.  59.  Sufpending  all  proceedings  of 
the  Council  of  New  York,  till  provifion  be  made  for 
the  Britifh  troops. 

8  Geo,  III.  ch.  22.  A  el  for  more  eafy  recovery  of 
Penalties  inflifted  by  the  Acls  relating  to  Trade,  and 
the  Revenues  in  the  Plantations. 


ACTS    of  FAR  LI  AM  E  N  T  for    impoftng  Taxe . 
on  America 

12  Ch.  II.  ch.  4.      Tonnage  and  Poundage  extended 
to  ail  his  Majefty's  Dominions,  without  exception. 

25  Ch, 
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25  Ch  II.  ch.  7.  fee.  2.  If  Bonds  are  not  given  te 
land  the  goods  imported  from  America,  in  England, 
bx,  then  feVer&l  duties  to  be  impofed,  collected  under 
the  direction  of  the  Officers  of  the  Ouftdms  in  England. 

9  Ann.  ch.  10 — Port-Office. 

9  Ann.  ch.  27.  Lays  a"  duty  on  Prize  goods  car 
Tied  to  America. 

3  Geo.  II.  ch.  28.  {ec.  r$.     The  Half  Subfidy  to  be 

paid    on    Rice    from  Carolina  to  Cape  Finifterre— 

8  Geo.  II.  ch.  19.  The  fatWe  extended  to  Georgia, 
and  continued  dov/n  by  fubfequent  Ads. 

6  Geo.  II.  ch.  13.  Upon  the  Importation  of  Rum, 
fcugar,  and  MoLuTes  into  America,  fever  a!  duties  to  be 
paid. 


ACTS   complained  of  by  the   A  M  E  It  I C  A  N  S .      IS 
Mr.   Grenville'/  A dm'nuf  ration. 

4  Geo.   Ill    ch.  15.     Certain  Rates  and  Duties  on 
foreign  goods  imported  into  the  Colonies, 

5  Geo.  III.     Poftage  of  Letters. 


IN  the  A dminifl  ration  of  Lord  Rockingham  and  the 
Duke  of  Grafton. 
6  Geo*  III.  ch.  52.     Alterations  made  in  the  Ael 
of  the  4th  of  Geo.  I'll. 


I  N   the  Adminifiration  of  Lord  Chatham  and  the 
Duke  of  Ghaftok. 

7  Geo,  III.  ch.  46.     Duties  laid  on  the  importation 
of  certain  goods  imported  into  the  Colonies. 


U  N  DER    Lord   North';  Admmiftraiian* 

10  Geo.  III.      The   above  A  el  repealed,  except  as 
to  Tea. 

A     D  & 
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A 

DECLARATION 

C  Y      THE 

REPRESENTATIVES 

OF      THE 

UNITED  COLONIES  of  NOPvTH  AMERICA, 

NOW    MET     IN 

GENERAL  CONGRESS  at  PHILADELPHIA, 

SETTING    FORTH    THE 

Cause  1  and  Necessity  of  their  taking  up  Arms 

IF  it  were  pofiible  for  men  who  exercife  their  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  the  Divine  Author  of  our 
exigence  intended  a  part  of  the  human  race  to  hold 
an  abfolute  property  in,  and  an  unbounded  power 
over  others,  marked  out  by  his  infinite  goodnefs  and 
wifdom  as  the  objects  of  a  legal  domination,  never 
rightfully  refiftible,  however  fevere  and  oppreflive  ; 
th-i  inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonies  might  at  lead  re- 
quire from  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  feme  e- 
vidence,  that  this  dreadful  authority  over  them  has 
been  granted  to  that  body.  But  a  reverence  for  our 
Great  Creator,  principles  of  humanity,  and  the  dic- 
tates of  common  fenfe,  muft  convince  all  thole  who 
reflecl:  upon  the  fubje£t,  that  Government  was  in- 

ftituted 
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ftituted  to  promote  the  welfare  of  mankind,  and 
ought  to  be  adminiftered  for  the  attainment  of  that 
end.  The  Legiflature  of  Great  Britain,  however, 
ftimulated  by  an  inordinate  paffion  for  a  power  not 
only  unjuftifiable,  but  which  they  know  to  be  pecu- 
liarly reprobated  by  the  very  conflitution  of  that  king- 
dom, and  defperate  of  fuccefs  in  any  mode  of  con- 
teft,  where  regard  fhould  be  had  to  truth,  law,  or 
right,  have  at  length,  deferring  thofe,  attempted  to 
effecT:  their  cruel  and  impolitic  purpofe  of  ^nflaving 
thefe  Colonies  by  violence,  and  have  thereby  render- 
ed it  necefTary  for  us  to  clofe  with  their  lafl  appeal 

from  reafon  to  arms. Yet,  however  blinded  that 

ArTembly  may  be,  by  their  intemperate  rage  for  un- 
limited domination,  fo  to  flight  juftice  and  the  opi- 
nion of  mankind,  we  efteem  ourfelveS  bound  by  ob- 
ligations of  refpect.  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  to  make 
known  the  juftice  of  our  caufe. 

Our  forefathers,  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Great 
Britain,  left  their  native  land,  to  feek  on  thefe  mores 
a  refidence  for  civil  and  religious  freedom.  At  the 
expence  of  their  blood,  at  the  hazard  of  their  for- 
tunes, without  the  lead  charge  to  the  country  from 
which  they  removed,  by  uneeafing  labour,  and  an 
unconquerable  fpirit,  they  effected  fettleraents  in  the 
diftant  and  inhofpitable  wilds  of  America,  then  fil- 
led with  numerous  and  warlike  nations  of  barbari- 
ans. Societies  or  governments,  veiled  with  perfect 
legiflatures,  were  formed  under  Charters  from  the 
crown,  and  an  harmonious  intercourfe  was  efta- 
blifhed  between  the  Colonies  and  the  Kingdom  from 
which  they  derived  their  origin.  The  mutual  bene- 
fits of  this  union  became  in  a  ftiort  time  fo  extraor- 
dinary, as  to  excite  aftonifliment.  It  is  univerfally 
conferred,  that  the  amazing  increafe  of  the  wealth, 
flrength,  and  navigation  of  the  realm  arofe  from  this 
fource  ;  and  the  Minifter  who  fo  wifely  and  fuccefs- 
fully  directed  the  meafures  of  Great  Britain  in  the 

late 
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lute  war*  publicly  declared,  that  thefe  Colonies  en- 
abled her  to  triumph  over  her  enemies* Towards 

the  conciufion  of  that  war  it  pleafed  our  Sovereign 
to  make  a  change  in  his  Councils. — From  that  fa- 
tal moment  the  affairs  of  the  Britifh  Empire  began 
to  fall  into  confufion,  and  gradually  Aiding  from  the 
fummit  of  glorious  profperity,  to  which  they,  had 
been  advanced,  by  the  virtues  and  abilities  of  one 
man,  are  at  length  diitrafted  by  the  convulfions 
that  now  make  it  to  its  deepeft  foundation.  The 
new  Miniitry  finding  the  brave  foes  of  Britain, 
though  frequently  defeated,  yet  ftill  contending, 
took  up  the  unfortunate  idea  of  granting  them 
a  hafty  peace,  and  of  then  fubduing  her  faithful 
friends. 

Thefe  devoted  Colonies  were  judged  to  be  in  fuch 
a  itate,  as  to  prefent  victories  without  bloodfhed, 
and  all  the  eafy  emoluments  of  Statutable  plunder. — 
The  uninterrupted  tenor  of  their  peaceable  and  re- 
fpectful  behaviour  from  the  beginning  of  Coloniza- 
tion, their  dutiful,  zealous,  and  ufeful  fervices  dur  ' 
ing  the  war,  though  fo  recently  and  amply  acknow- 
ledged in  the  molt  honourable  manner  by  his  Ma- 
jefty,  by  the  late  King,  and  by  Parliament,  could 
not  fave  them  from  the  meditated  innovations.*  Par- 
liament was  in  Hue  need  to  adopt  the  pernicious  pro- 
ject, and  affuming  a  new  power  over  them,  have, 
in  the  courfe  of  eleven  years,  given  fuch  decifive 
fpecimens  of  the  fpirit  and  coniequences  attending 
this  power,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  concerning  the  ef- 
fects of  acquiescence  under  it.  -/They  have  under- 
taken to  give  and  grant  our  money  without  our  con- 
fent,  though  we  have  ever  exercifed  an  exclufive 
right  to  difpofe  of  our  own  property.  Statutes  have 
been  pafled  for  extending  the  jurifdiction  of  Courts 
of  Admiralty  and  Vice- Admiralty  beyond  their  an- 
cient limits,  for  depriving  us  of  the  accuftomed  and 
inestimable  privilege  of  trial  by  jury  in  cafes  af- 
I  fe£ting 
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.  fcfting  both  life  and  property  ;  for  fufpending  the 
legislature  of  one  of  the  Colonies  ;  for  interdicting 
all  commerce  of  another;  and  for  altering- funda- 
mentally the  form  of  government,  cftablifhed  by 
charter,  and  fe cured  by  Acts  of  its  own  Legiflature 
folemnly  confirmed  by  the  Crown  ;  for  exempting 
the  "  Murderers"  of  Colonifls  from  legal  trial, 
and,  in  effecl:,  from  punifhment ;  for  erecting  in  a 
neighbouring  Province,  acquired  by  the  joint  arms 
of  Great  Britain  and  America,  a  defpotifm  dan- 
gerous to  our  very  exigence  \  and  for  quartering 
ioldiers  upon  the  Colonifls  in  time  of  profound 
peace.  It  has  alio  been  refolved  in  Parliament, 
that  Colonifls  charged  with  committing  certain 
offences,  fhall  be  tranfported  to  England  to  be 
tried. 

But  why  fhould  we  enumerate  our  injuries  in  de- 
tail ?  By  one  Statute  it  is  declared,  that  Parliament 
can  "  of  right  make  laws  to  bind  us  in  all  cafes 
whatfoever."  What  is  to  defend  us  againft  fo  en- 
ormous, fo  unlimited  a  power  ?  Not  a  (ingle  man  of 
thofe  who  a  flu  me  it,  is  chofen  by  us,  or  is  fubje£l 
to  our  controul  or  influence  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  all  of  them  exempt  from  the  operation  of 
fuch  laws  •,  and  an  American  revenue,  if  not  divert- 
ed from  the  oftenuble  purpofes  for  which  it  is  raifed, 
would  actually  lighten  their  own  burdens  in  propor- 
tion as  they  increafe  ours.  We  faw  the  mifery  to 
which  fuch  defpotifm  would  reduce  us.  We  for 
ten  years  inceffantly  and  ineffectually  befieged  the 
Throne  as  fupplicants  ;  we  reafoned,  we  remonftrat. 
cd  with  Parliament  in  the  mod  mild  and  decent  lan- 
guage. But  Administration,  fenhble  that  we  fhould 
regard  thefe  oppreffive  meafures  as  freemen  ought  to 
do,  fent  over  fleets  and  armies  to  enforce  them. — 
The  indignation  of  the  Americans  was  roufed,  it  is 
true  •,  but  it  was  the  indignation  of  a  virtuous,  loy- 
al, and  affectionate  people.  A  Congrcfs  of  Dele- 
gates 
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pates  from  the  United  Colonics  was  a  (Tern  bled  at 
Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  day  of  lad  September. 
We  refolved  again  to  offer  an  humble  and  dutiful 
Petition  to  the  King,  and  alfo  addreffed  our  feliow- 
fubjefts  of  Great  Britain.  We  have  purfued  every 
temperate,  every  refpedjtful  meafure  ;  we  have  even 
proceeded  to  break  off  our  commercial  intercourfe 
with  our  fellow^fubjects,  as  the  laft  peaceable  ad- 
monition, that  our  attachment  to  no  nation  upon 
rarth  thould  fupplant  our  attachment  to  liberty. — 
This  we  ilattered  ourfelves  was  the  ultimate  ftep  of 
the  controverfy  ;  but  the  fubiequent  events  have 
ihcwn,  how  vain  is  this  hope  of  finding  moderation 
in  our  enemies. 

Several  threatening  exprefiions  againft  the  Colo- 
nies were  inferted  in  his  Majefty's  Speech.  Our 
Petition,  though  we  were  told  it  was  a  decent  one, 
that  his  Majeily  had  been  pleafed  to  receive  k  gra- 
cipufly,  and  to  promife  laying  it  before  his  Pallia* 
rneut,  was  huddled  into  both  Houfes  amongfl  a  bun- 
dle of  American  papers,  and  there  neglected.  The 
Lords  and  Commons  in  their  Addrefs,  in  the  month 
£>f  February,  laid,  Tbu  "  a  rebellion  at  that  time 
actually  exifted  within  the  Province  of  Maflachuielt's 
jBay  ;  and  that  thole  concerned  in  it  had  been  coun- 
tenanced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful  combinations 
and  engagements,  entered  into  by  his  Majefty\s  fub- 
jedls  in  feveral  of  the  other  Colonies;  and  therefore 
they  befought  his  Majefly,  that  he  would  take  the 
moft  efFetitual  meafures  to  enforce  due  obedience  to 
the  laws  and  authority  of  the  Supreme  Legislature ." 
Soon  after  the  commercial  intercourfe  of  whole  Co- 
lonies, with  foreign  countries,  and  with  each  other, 
was  cut  off  by  an  At\  of  Parliament  ;  by  another, 
feveral  of  them  -were  entirely  prohibited  from  the 
fifheries  in  the  feas  near  their  coalts,  on  which  they 
always  depended  for  their  fuftenance  ;  and  large  re- 
I  2  inforce- 
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inforcements  of  fhips  and  troops  were  immediately 
fent  over  to  General  Gage. 

Fruitlefs  were  all  the  entreaties,  arguments,  and 
eloquence  of  an  illuftrious  band  of  the  mofl  diftin- 
guiihed  Peers  and  Commoners,  who  nobly  and  ftre- 
mioufly  afferted  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  to  ftay,  or 
even  to  mitigate  the  heedlefs  fury  with  which  thefe 
accumulated  and  unexampled  outrages  were  hurried 
on.  Equally  fruitlefs  was  the  interference  of  the 
City  of  London,  of  Briftol,  and  many  other  refped- 
able  towns,  in  our  favour.  Parliament  adopted  an 
infidious  manoeuvre,  calculated  to  divide  us,  to  efta- 
blifh  a  perpetual  auclion  of  taxations,  where  Colony 
fhould  bid  again  ft  Colony,  all  of  them  uninformed 
what  ranfom  fhould  redeem  their  lives,  and  thus  to 
extort  from  us,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  the  un- 
known fums  that  fhould  be  fufficient  to  gratify,  if 
poflible  to  gratify,  Minifterial  rapacity,  with  the  mi- 
serable indulgence  left  to  us  of  raifing  in  our  own 
mode  the  prefcribed  tribute.  What  terms  more 
rigid  and  humiliating  could  have  been  dictated  by 
remorfelefs  victors  to  conquered  enemies  ?  In  our 
circumftances,  to  accept  them  would  be  to  deferve 
them. 

Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  thefe  proceedings 
arrived  on  this  Continent,  General  Gage,  who  in 
the  ccurfe  of  the  laft  year  had  taken  poficTion  of  the 
town  of  Boilon,  in  the  province  of  MafTachufett's 
Bay,  and  (till  occupied  it  as  a  garrifon,  on  the  19th 
day  of  April  fent  out  from  that  place  a  large  detach- 
ment of  his  army,  who  made  an  unprovoked  aflault 
on  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  province,  at  the  town 
of  Lexington,  as  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  a  great 
number  of  perfons,  fome  of  whom  were  officers  and 
foldiers  of  that  detachment,  murdered  eight  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  wounded  many  others.  From  thence 
the  troops  proceeded  in  warlike  array  to  the  town 
of  Concord,  where  they  fet  upon  another  party  of 

the 
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■the  1 n  habi rants  of  the  fame  Province,  killing  feveral, 
and  wounding  more,  until  compelled  to  retreat  by 
•the  country  people  fuddenly  aiTembled  to  repel  this 
cruel  aggreflion.  Hoftilities  thus  commenced  by  the 
Britifli  troops,  have  been  fince  profecuted  by  them 
without  regard  to  faith  or  reputation.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Bolton  being  confined  within  that  town  by 
the  General  their  Governour,  and  having,  in  order 
to  procure  their  difmiilion,  entered  into  a  treaty  with 
him,  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  faid  inhabitants,  hav- 
ing deposited  their  arms  with  their  own  Magi  urates, 
ihouid  have  liberty  to  depart,  taking  with  them 
their  other  eiTe&s.  They  accordingly  delivered  up 
their  arms  ;  but  in  open  violation  of  honour,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  obligation  of  treaties,  which  even  fa- 
vage  nations  efteem  facred,  the  Governour  ordered 
the  arms  depofited  as  aforefaid,  that  they  might  be 
prefer ved  for  their  owners,  to  be  feized  by  a  body  of 
ibldiers  ;  detained  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants in  the  town,  and  compelled  the  fewr  wrho  were 
permitted  to  retire,  to  leave  their  mod  valuable  ef- 
fects behind. 

By  this  perfidy  wives  are  feparated  from  their  huf- 
bands,  children  from  their  parents,  the  aged  and 
fick  from  their  relations  and  friends,  who  wiili  to 
attend  and  comfort  them  ;  and  thofe  who  have  been 
ufed  to  live  in  plenty,  and  even  elegance,  are  redu- 
ced to  deplorable  diftrefs. 

The  General,  further  emulating  his  Minifterial 
m  afters,  by  a  proclamation,  bearing  date  on  the  1  zth 
day  of  June,  after  venting  the  groffeft  falfehoods  and 
calumnies  againit  the  good  people  of  thefe  Colo- 
nies, proceeds  to  "  declare  them  all,  either  by  name 
or  deiciiptiun,  to  be  rebels  and  traitors,  to  fup  r- 
fede  the  courie  of  the  common  law,  and  inftead 
thereof  to  puoiifh  and  order  the    uie  and  exercife  of 

the  law- martial. " His  troops  have    >utchered  our 

countrymen  ;  have  wantonly  burnt  Charles-Town, 
I  3  befides 
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befides  a  confiderable  number  of  houfes  in  other 
places  ;  our  fliips  and  veffels  are  feized  ;  the  necef- 
fary  fupplies  of  provisions  are  intercepted,  and  he  is 
exerting  his  utmoft  power  to  fpread  deftru&ion  "and 
devaftation  around  him. 

We  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that  Ge- 
neral Carleton,  the  Governor  of  Canada,  is  indi- 
cating the  people  of  that  Province  and  the  Indians 
to  fall  upon  us  ;  and  we  have  but  too  much  reafcn 
to  apprehend,  that  fch ernes  have  been  formed  to 
excite  domeftic  enemies  again  ft  us.  In  brief,  a 
part  of  thefe  Colonies  now  feels,  and  all  of  them 
are  fure  of  feeling,  as  far  as  the  vengeance  of  Ad- 
miniflration  can  inflicl  them,  the  complicated  ca- 
lamities of  fire,  fword,  and  famine.  We  are  re- 
duced to  the  alternative  of  chufing  an  uncondition- 
al fubmiflion  to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  Minifters, 
or  reiiftance  by  force.  The  latter  is  our  choice. 
We  have  counted  the  coil  of  this  conteft,  and  find 
nothing  fo  dreadful  as  voluntary  flavery.  Honour, 
juftice,  and  humanity,  forbid  us  tamely  to  furren- 
der  that  freedom  which  we  received  from  our  gal- 
lant anceflors,  and  which  our  innocent  pofterity 
have  a  right  to  receive  from  us.  We  cannot  en- 
dure the  infamy  and  guilt  of  refigning  fucceeding 
generations  to  that  wretchednefs  which  inevitably  a- 
"waits  them,  if  we  bafely  entail  hereditary  bondage 
upon  them. 

Our  caufe  is  juft  :  our  union  is  perfect  :  our  in- 
ternal refouices  are  great,  and,  if  neceflary,  foreign 
affi  fiance  is  undoubtedly  attainable.  We  gratefully 
acknowledge,  as  fignal  instances  of  Divine  favour 
towards  us,  that  his  Providence  would  not  permit 
us  to  be  called  into  this  fevere  controverfy,  until 
we  were  grown  up  to  our  prefent  flrength,  had  been 
previoufly  cxercifed  in  warlike  operations,  and  pof- 
fefTed  of  the  means  of  defending  ourfelves.  With 
hearts  fortified  with  thefe  animating  reflections,  we 

molt 
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mod  folemnly,  before  God  and  the  world,  declare, 
that,  exerting  the  utmoft  energy  of  thofe  powers 
which  our  beneficent  Creator  hath  gracioufly  beftow- 
ed  upon  us,  the  arms  we  have  been  compelled  by 
our  enemies  to  affume,  we  will,  in  defiance  of  every 
hazard,  with  unabating  firmnefs  and  perfeverance, 
employ  for  the  prefervation  of  our  liberties,  being 
with  one  mind  refolved  to  die  freemen  rather  than 
to  live  flaves. 

Left  this  Declaration  mould  difquiet  the  minds  of 
our  friends  and  fellow-  fubjedts  in  any  part  of  the 
empire,  we  affiire  them,  that  we  mean  not  to  dif- 
folve  that  union  which  has  fo  long  and  fo  happily 
fubfifted  between  us,  and  which  we  fincerely  wifh  to 
fee  reftored.  NecefTity  has  not  yet  driven  us  into 
that  defperate  meafure,  or  induced  us  to  excite  any 
other  nation  to  war  againft  them.  We  have  not 
railed  armies  with  ambitious  defigns  of  feparating 
from  Great  Britain,  and  eftabli filing  independent 
(btes.  We  fight  not  for  glory  or  for  conqueft.  We 
exhibit  to  mankind  the  remarkable  fpe£tacle  of  a  peo- 
ple attacked  by  unprovoked  enen\ies,  without  any 
imputation,  or  even  fufpicion  of  offence.  They 
boaft  of  their  privileges  and  civilization,  and  yet 
proffer  no  milder  conditions  than  fervitude  or 
death. 

In  our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom 
that  is  our  birth-right,  and  which  we  ever  enjoyed 
till  the  late  violation  of  it ;  for  the  protection  of  our 
property,  acquired  folely  by  the  honeft  induftry  of 
our  forefathers  and  ourfelves,  againft  violence  actu- 
ally offered,  we  have  taken  up  arms.  We  fhall  lay 
them  down  when  hoftilities  fhall  ceafe  on  the  part  of 
the  aggreffors,  jand  all  danger  of  their  being  renewed 
fhall  be  removed, — and  not  before. 

With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  the 
Supreme  and  Impartial  Judge  and  Ruler  of  the  U- 
niverie,  we  moft  devoutly  implore  his  divine  goodnefs 

to 
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to  conduct  us  happily  through  this  great  conflict,  to 
difpofe  our  adverfaries  to  reconciliation  on  reafcnable 
terms,  and  thereby  to  relieve  the  Empire  from  the 
calamities  of  civil  war. 

By  Order  of  Congress, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  President, 

Attended, 

CHARLES  THOMPSON,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  July  $,   1775. 


Since 


\ 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  what  SUMS  have  been  GRANTED  to  the  different  PROVINCES  in  NORTH- AMERICA,  as  far  as  appeals  from  the 
ESTIMATES  for  the  SUPPORT  of  the  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  of  each  PROVINCE,  diftinguiflung  each  Year.  And  alfo  of  what  SUMS 
have  been  GRANTED  for  the  SUPPORT  of  the  PROVINCIAL  FORCES  in  NORTH-AMERICA. 


•< 

NEW- YORK. 

CAROLINA." 

G    E    O    R 

G    I    A. 

SOUTH 

NOVA-SCOTIA. 

EAS  r-FLORlDA 

VES1-KLURIUA 

A    M    E    R 

1     C     A. 

% 

Forces. 

Settling  and  Securing 

Military. 

CARO  LINA. 

Civil  Government. 

Civil  eovemmem. 

Civii  Government. 

Forces. 

Rewards  and  C 

.,mpen- 

Cher  North  or  South 

taons 

-   6 

£.        s.      J. 

/;.    ,.   * 

£■      '■     d. 

£■      '.    d. 

£■    >■    I 

£•           /•      d. 

£■         f.     d 

T        ~  d. 

£.       s.    d. 

£■      ' 

d. 

<;>~ 

7.°y3     3     4 

7,141    16     8 

'  7 » 9 
1720 

1-:. 

7,141    16     8 
7,i6'     5    0 
7.H1    16     S 
7.H'    ,6     8 
7>'41    ,6     8 

3,071    7   f 
3,071    7   ' 

'"-N 

3,079  15   94 

' ;  -  5 
1726 
■;-: 

i-:v 

7-I4i    16     8 
7»«4,    ,6     8 

£161     8    0 

7,141    16     8 

3.071    7   J 
3,071    7   « 
3.071    7   «j 
3.0-9  15   * 
3,071    7   q 

i73o 

7,141    16     8 

3,071     7     6 

173" 
1732 

'73-, 

7,141    ,6     8 
7,161     8     0 

7,141    16     8 

3,071    7    & 

3,079    15      Or 
3,071     7     \ 

17'   4 

7,141    16     8 

7,141    16     8 

7,161     8     0 

■5     8 

3.071     7     0 
3,071     7     5 

8. 000     0     a 

3  079  15     94 
3,071    17     6 

«  /  j  J 

>     b 

'  "  '  1 

7,161     8     0 

7. 141    16     8 

i 

1  o'ooo     0     0 

'74* 

7,141    16     8 

r- 



. 

65,607     6     8 

"743 

'7  >4 

7,141    16     8 
.   7,161     8     0 

I 

la'°°0            ° 

87**4     °     2 

'745 

7,141    16     8 
7,141    16     8 

Z 

4,000      O      O 

26,406   12   ii 
2,445   ic     0 

5,830    17     6 

':-:- 

7,141    16     8 





z,445   IO     ° 

5,830.  1 7     6 

■7-i^ 

7,161     8     0 

5j84f,   .7     0 

235.749 

1  7 '',9 

7,141    16     8 



5'3°4     3     4 



Sfiiti  17     6 

■  7:0 

7,.  +  .    .6     8 

7,14.'    16     8 



5>3  4     3     4 

■ " 

5,830  17     6 

76,255     3     o_ 

' ; 5  2 

6,946     3     4 



4,000    0    0 

. 

5/,  7 1      2     6 

11 1,510  13     yi 
61,493     0    4! 

1753 

7,. 41    16     8 



2, coo     0     0 



5,83  .  1.7     6 

94,615   12     4 

'754 

7,141    16     8 



18,128  19    li 



;,K,o.  .7     6 

58,447     2     0 

'755 
.756 

7,141    16     8 

' 

2,957    10      0 



5.830    .7     6 

4p,4i8     7     8 



■ 

49.468     5     0 

3,55-   10     0 

5,^46    17     0 

55,720     1     7 

'7J  7 

7,141    16     8 

■ ' 

30,000  0  0 



5,830    l7      6 







50,000 

O      O 

I75S 

7,141    16     8 



3,557   10     0 



5,830    1 7     6 

16^528   12   11 







4>.i'7 

1 7     6| 

9 

7,141    16     8 

4,057    10     0 

5,867      7     6 

21,181     3     5 

7.16,      8     0 



4,057   10     o- 



5,883      9     0 

17,636   11     7 





35>744     8     4 

202,977 

7     8 

1761 

7,14'    "6     8 

1 

4,057  10   0 



5,867     7     6 

10,595     12       9 





22,179     0     0 

200,000 

O       O      ! 

:          62 

7,141    16     8 

4,057   10     0 

5,367      7     6 

5,864        I     IO 

6     8 

'7^3 

2,367   11     4 



4,136    0    0 



1,945        X       6 

10,263  15     9i 







ij5>333 

6     8 

•7'>4 

4,03 1     8     8 

1765 

3,966     0     0 

11,911    14  11 

i766 





3,986     0     0 





12,874  16    0 

5,250     0     0 

5,300     0     0 

1767 









5>5S7  n     5 

4,8co     0     0 

I-!    S 

3,986     0     0 

3,895     1   11 

4,750     0     0 

t76g 





3,086    0     0 

. 



4,375   '7   " 

4,800     0     0 

[770 

3,086    0    0 

4,239     0     y 

4,8co'    0     0 

.771 

3,086    0    0 

5,796   10     5 

6.100     0     0 

'77- 

. 



3  ,   6    0    e 



. 1 

5,346  10     5 

4,950     0     0 

5,650      G      O 

3,086    0    0 

5,146  10    5 

4,950     0     0 

7,274  13     6 

>7:4 





3,0  6     0     0 





4,346  10     5 

4.950     0     0 

I7" 



3>°86    °    ° 





4,346  10    5 

4,950     °     ° 

5,450     0     0 

1 

337.955     7     8 

1     43,024     9   '°i 

*5°»8l3     3     9i 

.30,064     8     41 

,A,ioj     4     6 

695,220  17     6i 

59,300     0     0 

64,324  '3     6 

172,999     0     0 

1,316,511 

1     5 

[     93    3 


Since  the  firft  Publication  of  the  preceding 
Pamphlet,  the  following  Articles  came  to 
the  hands  of  the  Author.  If  any  addi- 
tional proof  was  necefiary  to  eftablifh  the 
juftnels  of  his  obfervatrons  on  the  reh 
designs  of  the  Americans,  he  apprehends 
it  is  fnrnifhed  by  this  paper.  The  Reader 
is  requeftcd  to  compare  the  concluding 
Article,  with  the  late  fpeeches  of  a  certain 
"  lliuitrious  Band,"  in  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament. 


ARTICLES  of  Confederation  and 
perpetual  Union,  entered  into  by  the 
Delegates  of  the  feveral  Colonies  of 
New-Hampshire, Massachusett's,&c. 
&c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 
in  General  Congref,  met  at  Phil  ad  el- 
piiia,  May  iott),    I/75. 


T 


ARTICLE        I. 

*  H  E  name   of  this  Confederacy  fliall  henceforth, 
be,   The  United  Colonies  of  North  J?nerica. 


II. 

The  United    Colonies  hereby  feverally   enter  into  a 
firm  League  cf  Friendihip  witheaeh  other,  binding  on 

the  in- 
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themfelves  and  their  pofterity,  for  their  common  de* 
fence  againft  their  enemies,  for  the  (county  of  their  li- 
berties, and  properties,  the  fafety  of  rheir  perfons  and 
families,  and  their  mutual  and  general  welfare. 

III. 

That  each  Colony  mail  enjoy  and  retain  as  much  as 
it  may  think  fit  of  its  own  preient.  laws,  cultoms,  rights, 
privileges,  and  peculiar  jurifdicYions,  within  its  own 
limits;  and  may  amend  its  own  conilitution,  as  {bail 
feem  belt  to  its  own  Aflembly  or  Convention. 

IV. 

That  for  the  more  convenient  management  of  general 
interefts,  Delegates  mall  be  elected  annually  in  each 
Colony,  to  meet  in  General  Congrefs,  at  fuch  time  and 
place  as  ilia.ll  be  agreed  on  in  the  next  preceding  Con- 
grefs. Only  where  particular  circumstances  do  not 
make  a  deviation  neceiTary,  it  is  underftood  to  be  a  rule, 
That  each  fueceeding  Congrefs  is  to  be  held  in  a  diffe- 
rent Colony,  till  the  whole  number  be  gone  through, 
and  fo  in  perpetual  rotation  ;  and  that  accordingly,  the 
next  Congrefs  after  the  prefent  mall  be  held  at  Anna- 
polis, in  Maryland. 


That  the  power  and  duty  of  the  Congrefs  mall  extend 
to  the  determining  on  war  and  peace,  the  entering  into 
alliances,  the  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain,  the 
fettling  all  difputes  between  Colony  and  Colony,  if  any 
ihould  arife,  and  the  planting  new  Colonies  where  pro- 
per. The  Congrefs  (hall  alio  make  fuch  general  ordi- 
nances thought  neceifary  to  the  general  welfare,  of 
which  particular  affemblies  cannot  be  competent,  viz. 
thofe  that  may  relate  to  our  general  commerce  or  ge- 
neral currency,  to  the  eftablilhment  of  polls,  the  regu- 
lation of  our  common  forces  :  the  Congrefs  lhall  alio 
have  the  appointment  of  all  officers  civil  and  military, 
appertaining  to  the  General  Confederacy ,  fuch  as  Ge- 
neral Treaiurerj  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

VI. 
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All  charges  of  wars,  and  all  other  general  expences 
to  be  incurred  for  the  common  welfare,  ih;ill  be  defray- 
ed out  of  a  common  treafury,  which  is  to  be  fupplied 
by  each  Colony,  in  proportion  to  its  number  of  maler 
polls  between  16  and  60  years  of  age  :  the  taxes  for 
paying  that  proportion  are  to  be  laid  and  levied  by  the 
laws  of  each  Colony. 

VII. 

The  number  of  Delegates  to  be  elected,  and  fent  to 
the  Congrefs  by  each  Colony,  flia.ll  be  regulated,  from 
time  to  time,  by  the  nunibtr  of  fuch  polls  returned; 
fo  as  that  one  Delegate  be  allowed  fir  every  5000 
polls.  And  the  Delegates  are  to  bring  with  them  to 
every  Congrefs,  an  authenticated  return  of  the  num- 
ber of  polls  in  their  refpeclive  Colonies,  which  is  to  be 
taken  for  the  purpofes  above-mentioned. 

VIII. 

At  every  meeting  of  the  Congrefs,  one  half  of  the 
Members  returned,  exclufive  of  Proxies,  ihall  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  make  a  quorum  ;  and  each  Delegate  at  the 
Congrefs  lhall  have  a  vote  in  all  cafes ;  and,  if  neceifa- 
rily  abfent,  ihall  be  allowed  to  appoint  any  other  De- 
legate from  the  fame  Colony  to  be  his  Proxy,  who  may 
vote  for  him. 

IX. 

An  Executive  Council  (hall  be  appointed  by  the  Con- 
grefs out  of  their  own  body,  coniilting  ol  12  peri  on  s, 
of  whom,  in  the  firft  appointment,  one  third,  viz.  four, 
lhall  be  for  one  year,  four  for  two  years,  and  four  for 
three  years  ;  and,  as  the  faid  terms  expire,  the  vacan- 
cies ihall  be  filled  up  by  appointments  for  three  years, 
whereby  one-third  of  the  Members  will  be  changed 
annually  ;  and  each  perfon  who  has  ferved  the  fame 
term  of  three  years  as  Counfellor,  lhall  have  a  refpite 
of  three  years,  before  he  can  be  elected  again.  This 
Council,  of  whom  two-thirds  ihall  be  a  quorum,  in  the 
recefs  of  the  Congrefs,  is  to  execute  what  (hall  have 
been  enjoined  thereby ;  to  manage  the  General  Conti- 
nental 
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ftental  bufmefs  and  interefts,  to  receive  applications  froraa 
foreign  countries,  to  prepare  matters  for  the  comidera- 
tion  of  the  Congrcfs,  to  fill  up,  pro  te?/iporey  Continen- 
tal Offices  that  fall  vacant,  and  to  draw  on  the  Ge- 
neral Treafurer  for  fuch  monies  as  may  be  neceffary 
-for  general  fervices,  and  appropriated  by  the  Congreis 
to  fuch  fervices. 

'      X. 
No  Colony  fhail  engage  in  an  offenfive  war  with  any 
nation  of  Indians,  without  the  conient  of  the  Congrefs, 
or  great  Council  above-mentioned,  who  are  fir  ft  to  con- 
fider  the  juftice  and  neceffity  of  fuch  war, 

XL 

A  perpetual  alliance  offenfive  and  defenfive  is  to  be 
entered  into,  as  foon  as  may,  with  the  Six  Nations  ; 
their  limits  afcertaineel,  and  to  be  fecured  to  them  ; 
their  lands  not  to  be  encroached  on,  nor  any  private  or 
Colony  purchafe  to  be  made  of  them  hereafter  to  be 
held  good,  nor  any  contract  for  lands  to  be  made,  but 
between  the  great  Council  of  the  Indians  at  Onondega 
and  the  General  Congreis.  The  boundaries  and  lands 
of  all  the  other  Indians  (hall  alfo  be  ascertained  and 
fecured  to  them  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  perfons  ap- 
pointed to  refide  among  tliem  in  proper  Diftricls,  who 
fhall  take  care  to  prevent  injuitice  in  the  trade  with 
them  ;  and  be  enabled  at  our  General  expence,  by  oc- 
casional final  I  fupplies,  to  relieve  their  perfonal  wants 
and  diftreffes,  and  ail  purchafe s  from  them  fhall  be  by 
the  Congrefs,  for  the  general  advantage  and  benefit  of 
the  United  Colonies. 

XII. 

As  all  new  inftitutions  may  have  imperfections,  which 
only  time  and  experience  can  discover,  it  is  agreed,  that 
the  General  Congrefs,  from  time  to  time,  fhall  propofe 
fuch  amendments  of  this  constitution  as  may  be  found 
neceiTary,  which  being  approved  by  a  majority  of  the 
Colony  Aflemblies,  (hall  be  equally  binding  with  the 
reft  of  the  Articles  of  this  Confederation. 

XIII. 


